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army of Indians conducted by French officers, he would 


| not with all his strength and military skill, be able to 


Abstract of the state records at Harrisburg, made by | reach Fort Duquesne without a body of Indians and sev- 


Thomas Sergeant Esq. when Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, and by him presented to the Historical Com- 


mittee of the American Philosophical Society, Nov. 3, 
1819.——1748 to 1758. 


( Continued from p. 208.) 


1755, May 12. An answer was received from Gen. 
Croghan at Aughwick that the Indians there with him 
would immediately set off for Gen, Braddock’s camp; 
and that he had sent messengers to the Indians on the 
Ohio, and Susquehanna and expected success. House 
of Assembly met according to adjournment. On the 
25th April, the Assembly not being in session, and the 
time pressing, the Governor consulted such mem- 
bers of Assembly as lived in town, and by their advice 
and orders Mr. Peters, Secretary, wrote a letter te 
Messrs. Croghan and others, commissioners, urging 
them to preceed to make the road, lay bridges and cause- 
ways they had marked out as quickly as possible; and 
pledging themselves that the Governor and Assembly 
weuld pay the expense; in consequence of which the 
Commissioners undertook to perform the work; and ad- 
vertized for labourers. Braddock, was very urgent 
that this road should be made. He wished it for the 
wagons and horses he had contracted for in Pennsylva- 
nia, and to facilitate the march of any assistance or con- 
voy he might require from thence. It was considered 
so necessary that he stated to the Governor by letter of 
April 24, his determination not to leave Fort Cumber- 
land till it was finished, or in a state of great forward- 
ness. 

15th May. The Assembly intimated to the Governor 
their intention to adjourn to the 1st September. Upen 
which several, angry, and abusive messages passed; 


eral companies of rangers, as well on foot as horse-back. 
The General despised his observations about an attach: 
from the Indians, and said the province might, but he 
could not send men to protect the road cutters. 
‘There were about forty Indians at the camp.  Sca- 
rooyady and others from Aughwick. Letter from Gen. 
Braddock, May 24, mentions that some Indians lately 
arrived from Fort Duquesne, reported that the French 
and Indians when the army was far advanced would fall 
on the frontier inhabitants. This the General terms a 
Bravado. Gen. Bradduck complains, that in every in- 
stance except his contract for Pennsylvania wagons, he 
had been deceived, and met with nothing but lies and 
villainy; he hoped however in spite of this they would 
spend a merry Christmas together;that unless thePenns’a 
road was opened & flour furnished he would starve: and 
authorizing Governor Morris,&Secretary Peters,to make 
contracts fer provisions for 3000 men, to be stored at 
Shippensburg. Governor communicated to Mr. Peters 
a private letter he had received by him from the Gen- 
eral’s Secretary Sir William Shirley, and as it contained 
truths of importance, he desired him to enter it in the 
Council Minutes, afterthey were read, that it might re- 
main there, and none at present be made acquainted 
with it. “Fort Cumberland, May 25, 1755. Dear Morris 
—I wrote you by Mr. Franklin, but I cannot let Mr. 
Peters, go without a line to you. He arrived at the 
camp yesterday, and I was extremely glad to sec 
him, not only as an intimate friend of yours,but as a man 
of worth and sense,and one whom every body else would 
wish to be upon the same terms with. He has made 
| report of his success in laying out the road, 1 think it 
myselfa very great thing. You'll receive proposals for 


| an additions! road to be made of no less consequence ;at 


least, (if you can prevail upon your people to be of the 


the Governor charged them with trifling with the kings | same opinion) by way ef communication with the road 


commands, with a refusal te assist in giving supplies 
with a design to take advantage of their country’s dan- 
ger,to aggrandize and render permanent their own pow- 
er and destroy that of the crown. “For this purpese and 
fo promote their scheme of future independency, they were 
grasping at the disposition of all public money and fill- 
ing all offices, and refusing to supply provisions or car- 
riages for their troops: threatening that he would lay 
their conduct before their superiors. All of which 





| they will naturally be under. 


now making to Fort Venango or Presque Isie upon Lake 
Erie or Niagara. Mr. Peters proposed an escort of sol- 
diers to be sentto protect the people employed in this 
work, or at Jeast to preserve ’em from the apprehensions 
Lunderstand it is not to 

be allowed; 1 think it might and ought: though it is an 

infamous reflection upon your province, that they carry 
| their religious pretences to so stupid a height as to have 
‘no militia. I don’t know what description Mr. Peters 


were answered at length in a message from the Assem- | will give you of our camp, and the principle persons in 


bly.” Letter from Sir Thomas Robinson, (Whitehall) | it; but as this goes in his pocket I will give you mine, 
requesting recruits to be raised at the expense of the | 


common fund, to augment the 2 regiments under Gen. 
Braddock to 1000 men each. 

June 2d, Gen. Braddock writes by Mr. Franklin, “1 
have received great assistarice from his father and him- 
self, for which [ think myself the more obliged to them 
as Ihave hitherto met with very few instances of ability 
or honesty in the persons I have te deal with.—Peters 
returned from his visit to Gen, Braddock, and the com- 
missioners making the road. Among other things he 
stated to Gen. Braddock, the necessity of a guard to 
the men at work. He also told the General, he would 
find bis march difficult if Indians could be got by the 


French, to annoy him, a that if there should be an 


Vv OL, V. 


grounded upon the observations of several months. — 
We havea G most judiciously chosen for being 
disqualified for the service he is employed in, in almost 
every respect. He may be brave for aught I know, and 
he is honest in pecuniary matters. But as the king said 
of a neighbouring Governor of your’s, when proposed 
for the command of the American forces about a twelve- 
month ago, “a little more ability, and a little less of hon- 
esty upon the present occasion might serve our turn 
better.” It isa joke to suppose that secondary officers 
can make amends for the defects of the first. The main 
spring must be moved, others in many cases can do no 
more than follow and correcta little its motions. Asto 
them I don’t think we have much to beast. Some are 
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insolent and ignorant: others capable, but rather aiming 
at shewing their own abilities than making a proper | 
show ofthem. Ihave avery great love for my frien«| | 
Orme and think it uncemmonly fortunate for our leader 
that he is under the influence of so honest and capable | 
aman: but 1 wish for the sake of the public, be had | 
some more experience of business particularly in Amer- | 
ici. As to myself, [came out of England expecting 
that I might be taught the business of a Secretary, but 
I am already convinced of my mistake. 1 weuld willing- | 
ly hope my time may not be quite lostto me. You will | 
think me eut ofhumour, LownTamso I am greatly 
disgusted at seeing an expedition (as it called) so ill | 
concerted eriginally in England: and so ill appointed: so | 
improperly conducied since in America; and so much | 
fatigue and expense increased for a purpose which, if 
attended with success might better have been let alone. 
I speak with regard to our particular share. However | 
so much experience I have had of the injudiciousness of 
public opinion that I have no little expectation when we 
return to England of being received with great applause. 
I am likewise further chagrined at seeing the prospect 
of affairs in America which when we were at Alexandria, 
I looked upon to be very great and promissing, thro’ de- 
laysand disappointments which might have been pre- 
vented, grown cloudy and in danger of ending in little 
or nothing. I have hopes however that the attempt a- | 
| 











gainst Niagara will succeed, which is the principal thing, 
I don’t know whether there is any man but yourself to 
whom I would have wrote some parts of this letter, or 
could at present have justified myself in doing it. But 
there is a pleasure in unburthening one’s self to a friend. 
1 should be glad you would burn it as soon as you have 
readit. I shall be very happy to have reason. to re- 
tract hereafter what I have said, and submit to be cen- 
sured as moody and apprehensive. I don’t compre- 
hend my father’s reasons for building the small vessel | 
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another message desired supplies to build strong houses 
on the new read, and to maintain men to keep open the 
communication with the army: and again recommended 
a militia law, alledging that if the army should be cefeat- 
ed, or weakened, or the expedition net succeed, the 
blame would lie on this Province, as it is most immedi- 
ately interested and is best able to prevent those mis- 
chiefs. 

Jone 18. Letter from Gen. Braddock, stating that 
he had received bills upon England for £4000,from Gov. 
Glenn of South Carolina, and remitting them to Gover- 
nor Morris: and that he had ordered 100 men to protect 
the read cutters. 

June 25. Letter from James Burd, one of the road 
commissioners, stating that Captain Hogg had arrived 
with 100 men from the army—and that by a messenger 
(from George Croghan at the little meadows)he was in- 
formed that there was certain intelligence in the English 
camp when he leftit that 150 French and French In- 
dians were on their march towards the French army,with 
intention to destroy their horses if possible. A billsent 
by the Assembly to give an additional sum of £15000 
“for the general fund, subject to the order of General 
Braddock, and for defraying Indian expenses, cutting 
new roads, better supplying the kings troops, hiring 
carriages, payment of expresses, and other contingent 
charges for the kings service.” This the Governor re- 
turned with amendments. 

June 27. The Assembly adhered to their bill. Mes- 
sage from the Assembly: the Governor adhered to his 


amendments. Letter from General Braddock, dated 
Bear camp June 21. 
June 28. Assembly adjourned to Septenber, in con- 


sequence of the Governor’s objections, in an ill temper. 
Governor laid before Council a copy of an address of 
the Assembly to his Majesty, on the 7th January last; 
stating that in consequence of letters from the ministry 


you mention—I hope my dear Morris, to spend a toler- | in 1753 and 1754 they had passed a bill for striking 
able winter with you. Pray take no notice of any part | £20,000 in bills of credit forthe kings use, which the 
of this letter to me in your answer, for fear of accident. | Governor refused his assent to, in consequence as was 





I refer you to Mr. Peters for business. Yours most | 
friendly W. Shirley.” Large quantities of provisions, | 
cattle, flour, &c. purchased in Philadelphia, and sent on | 
.0 McDowel’s mill for Gen. Braddock’s army. 

June 6. There having been no rain for two or three | 
months and all sorts of grain near perishing and as the 
General was beginning his march, the Governor’s Coun- 
cil proclaimed a day of fast, humiliation, and prayer on 
the 19th June. 

June 13th. Information received from Colonel Brad- | 
strect (at Oswego) dated 29th May, that the French had | 
sent 950 men to the Ohio, that they are using all their | 
power and artifice to get as many Indians with them te 
oppose Gen. Braddock as they possibly can, which they | 
would do if it took the whole force of Canada, Assem- | 
bly met and message sent te them by the Governor de- 
siring artillery and stores for garrisoning Fort Duquesne 
and such other places as may be captured by General 
B. and a guard toconvoy them. Recommending a mili- | 
tia to be established to protect the frontier inhabitants 
from the incursions of the French and their Indians.— 
Stating Fort D. to be in this Province. The Goy. and | 
Speaker of the lower Assembly (Delaware) sent Gener- 
al B. a present of 50 fat cattle, 100 sheep, and a wagon 
loaded with hams, cheese, oil, sugar, raisins, spice, pic- 
kles, buiscuits, sturgeon, herrings, lemons, spirits, vine- 
gar, potatoes, and butter, for the General’s table. Let- | 
ter from Goy. Sharpe, expressing much anxiety for the 
mode of defending Fort Duquesne after the army should 
leave it. 

June 17th. A dispute between the Governor and <As- 
sembly whether the latter had a right to see a letter 
from Gen. Braddock, referred to in the message of the 
Gorernor. “The house considered that they were called 
hastily at an unseasonable time of the year.” Accounts 
received from the road commissioners that the money 
was expended and the Governor recommended to the 
Assembly to raise money forit. The Governor also, by 


_ leaving their all to save their lives.” 


thought of secret instructions from the proprietary which 
he refused to show—that the Assembly raised what was 
necessary for provisions for the troops, and that propri- 
etory restrictions were dangerous consequences and an 
infringement of the charter. 

July 5. Letter from Gov. Morris to Gov. Sharpe, 
stating that he had received a confirmation of the French 


and Indians falling on the back inhabitants; that up- 
| wards of 20 people are missing near Fort Cumberland; 


that several are destroyed, and that for two days no per- 
sons had arrived at the army from that Fort; which 
makes it probable that a party of French and Indians are 
between the two camps, and. will endeavour to cut off 
the communication between the inhabitants and the 
General. Gen. Braddock on the 22 June ‘*was advanc- 
ed only 40 miles from Fort Cumberland. The badness 


ofthe roads and the mountains have much distressed 
‘ and retarded him.” 


Other accounts of Indian murders 
ut Wills’ creek, near Fort Cumberland. “In short 


(says aletter from Jno. Harris, dated Paxten, June 30, 
| to Conrad Weiser) there seems to be nothing less 


threatened than desolation and destruction; the people 
on the Potomack were abandoning their places, and 
Letter from E. 
Shippen to W. Allen, Esq. Lancaster, 4th July, says, 


| “When the General marched from Fort Cumberland he 


could travel but four miles a day; he divided his army 
the the little Meadows 24 miles from said Fort, and took 
his choice ef officers and men about 1200. 17th inst.he 
dispatched Sir John St.Clair with 400 of them towards 
the great meadows, and next day marched himself with 
800 more,taking the greatest part of the artillery; order- 
ing the remainder of the army to follow. He designed 
to make the attack with these 1200 men; but not until 
the other part of hisarmy came within a days march of 
him, that he may have have their assistance or not,as he 
shall judge it most proper. But 7 Indians were with 
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the General at the little meadows. By the help of Mr. 
Croghan and these 7 Indians Sir John St. Clair had 
discovered a party of between 2 and 300 French Indians 
and pursued and drove them quite off. 

July 6. Letter stating that the Indians had attacked 
scalped and killed a man and took prisoner aboy* among 
the road cutters; that the labourers were panic struck 
and 30 had gone off. The roads were all waylaid and 
they could not travel without a guard. Letter dated, 
“Camp at last crossing of the Yaugyaughani, June 30, 
1755, frem E. Braddock to Gov. Morris, requesting all 
dispatch in finishing the new road (as he would soon be 
in want of supplies from theProvince)as far as the crow 
foot of the Yauyaughani, and immediately afterwards; 
forward such provisions as were in his power. An- 
swer of Goy. “Carlisle, July 24,” Congratulating him on 
his arrival at the last crossings of the Yaughagany, and 
hoping his answer would find him in possession of Fort 
Duquesne. 

July 18.0n the 28th June, the House of delegates was 
then resolved to defray the reasonable expenses of con- 
veying intelligence from the camp at Willis’ creek to 
Annapolis and back thither for 4 months. By this route 
the first account of the defeat of Gen. Braddock was re- 
ceived at Philadelphia, at 5 minutes past S o’clock on 
Friday the 18th inst. P.M. in a letter from Gov. Sharpe 
at Annapolis to Goy. Morris. This letter inclosed one 
from Colonel Innis at Fort Cumberland July 11, addres- 
sed “ to all whom it may concerne” stating “he had that 
moment received the most melancholy news of the de- 
feat of our troops. ‘The Gen, killed and numbers of our 
officers; the whole artillery taken; in shert the whole 
account very bad. Gov. Sharpe stated that he had ac- 
counts that on the 9th of June the whole army (except 
Sir John St. Clair, who marched two days before) went 
from Willis’ creek and with infinite difficulty through 
the worst roads in the world arrived ten days afterwards 
at the little meadows, where an abbatis was made by 
Sir John and two engineers, encircling the whele camp. 
There the whole halted three days. Then the Baronet 
with his party moved forwards the second day after the 
General, with four howitzers, 4 12 pounders, 12 artil- 
lery wagons, besides amunition carts followed him and 
have kept marching ever since, and on the Ist July ex- 
pected to be within 24 miles of the Fort. Col. Dunbar 
with the remainder of the army 4 artillery officers, 84 
carriages, with ordnance stores and all the provision 
wagons from the rear. On the night of the 29th June 
they were alarmed four different times by the skulking 
Indians on whom the outguards and sentries fired. It 
was said that on the Ist in the morning the General had 
information that 500 regulars were in full march te the 
Fort, and he was determined to be there before them. 
Having had very little fresh provision since they left the 
Fort at Wills’ creek, the officers and private men have 
been and still are ill with the flax—many have died. 

July 21. 1 o’clock Monday noon, another letter ar- 
rived from Col. Innis to Gov. Sharpe, stating he had 
sent a boy to get news as before, and he had brought 
much the same accounts desiring the militia to be raised. 

On the 16th, the Governor had summoned the As- 
sembly for the 23- 

July 23. This being the day on which the Assembly 
was required to meet by the Governor’s summons, the 
matters proper to be mentioned to them were taken in- 
te consideration, and for the information of the Council 
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feated. Letters, however, were then read from various 
persons confirming the accounts as received from per- 
sons who had been in the engagement on the 9th July. 
Depositions to the same effect were sent from Carlisle. 
On the 17th July, Col. James Burd was still working on 
the road and calculating soon on finishing it. 
July 24. House met. Governor delivereda Speech 
stating that ‘‘it was with the greatest concern he now 
laid before them the melancholy accounts of the defeat 
of the forces under the immediate command of General 
Braddock; the Gen. being killed; most of the oflicers 
| that were in the action killed or weunded; the bulk of 

the men cut off; the whole train of artillery taken, and 
| Col. Dunbar now retreating with the remains ef the ar- 
my to Fort Cumberland,” that the province was witheut 
militia and exposed to the incursions of the French and 
their barbarous Indians—recommending immediate pre- 
paration for defence, to raise supplies to reinforce the 
troops, kc. Letter from Gen. Braddock’s aid, Captain 
Orme, dated Fert Cumberland, July 18th giving the 
first official account of the battle received this day.— 
Dear Sir, Iam so extremely ill in bed with the wound 
Ll have received in my thigh, that I am under the neces- 
sity of employing my friend Captain Dobson to write for 
me. lL conclude you have had some account of the ac- 
tion near the banks of the Monongahela about seven 
miles from the French Fort. As the reports spread are 
very imperfect, what you have heard must consequently 
be so too. You should have had more early accounts of it 
but every officer whose business is was to have informed 
you was either killed or wounded, & our distressful situa- 
tion put it out of our power to attend to it so much as we 
would otherwise have done. The 9th inst. we passed 
and repassed the Monongahela by advancing first a par- 
ty of 300 men, which was immediately followed by an- 
ether of 200. The Gen. with the column of artillery 
baggage and main body of the army passed the river the 
last time about 1 o’clock. Assoon as the whole had 
got on the Fort side of the Monongahela we heard a 
very heavy and quick fire in our front. We immediate- 
| ly advanced in order to sustain them, but the detatch- 
| ments of the 200 and 300 men gave way and fell back 
upon us, which caused such confusion and struck so 
| great a panic among our men, that afterwards no milita- 
| ry expedient could be made use of that had any effect 

upon them. The men were so extremely deaf to the 
| exhertation ef the General and the officers, that they 
| fired away in the most irregular manner all their ammu- 
| nition and then ran off leaving to the enemy the artil- 
| lery, ammunition, provisions and baggage; nor could 
| they be persuaded to stop till they got as far as Guest’s 
| plantation, nor there only in part; many of them proceed- 
| ed as far as Col. Dunbar’s party who lay six miles on 

thisside. The officers were absolutely sacrificed by 
| their unparallelled good behaivour, advancing some- 
times in bodies and semctimes separately; hoping by 
such example to engage the soldiers to follow them, but 
| to no purpose. The Gen. had 5 horses killed under 
| him, and at last received a wound through the right 
| arm inte the lungs, of which he died the 13th inst.— 
| Poor Shirley was shot through the head: Captain Morris 

wounded. Mr. Washington had two horses shot under 
' him and his clothes shot throngh in several places, be- 
| having the whole time with the greatest courage and re- 
| solution. Sir Peter Halkett was killed upon the spot— 


' Col. Burton and Sir John St. Clair wounded, and inclos- 


—————— senses 


























































the Gov. laid before them the intelligence received con- | ed I have sent you a list of killed and wounded accord- 
cerning the defeat of Gen. Braddock, observing that all | ing to as exact an account as we are yet able to get.— 
such as were favourers of the schemes of the Assembly | Upon our proceeding with the whole convey to the lit- 
do not give the least credit to the papers, andhad even tle meadows it was found impracticable to advance in 
insulted him after reading them, ashe walked the pub-| that manner. The General therefore advanced with 
lic streets, for giving out that Gen. Braddock was de-| 1200 men, with the necessary artillery, atamunition and 
: provision, leaving the main body of the convoy under 

* This was James Smith, a younger brother of the| the command of Col. Dunbar, with orders to join him as 
road commissioner; said to be the first white man ever| seon as possible. In this manner we proceeded wiih 
taken prisoner by the Indians in Pennsylyania. His ac-| safety and expedition, till the fatal day I have just relat- 
count of his captiyily is printed. | ed; and happy it was that that the disposiiion was made, 
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otherwise the whole must either have starved or fallen 
into the hands of the enemy, as numbers would have 
been of no service to us and our provisions were all lost. 
As our horses were so much reduced and those extreme- 





ly weak and many carriages being wanted forthe woun- | 


ded men, occasioned our destroying the the ammunition 
and superfluous part of the provision left in Col, Dun- 
bar’s convoy, to prevent its falling into the hands of the 
enemy; a3 the whole of the artillery is lost and and the 
troops are so extremely weakened by deaths, wounds 
and sicknesses it was judged impossible to make any 
further attempts; therefore Colonel Dunbar is return- 
ing to Fort Cumberland, with every thing he is able to 
bring up with him; I propose remaining here till my 
wound will suffer me to remove to Philadelphia from 
thence shall proceed to England, whatever commands 
you may have for me, you will do me the honor to di- 
recttome here. By the particular deposition of the 
French and Indians it was impossible to judge the num- 


ber they had that day in the field. Killed—Gen.Brad- | prosperity of Maryland at our own expense. 


dock, William Shirley, Secy. Col. Halkett. Wounded 
—Reger Morris and Robert Orme, Aid de Camps, Sir 
John St. Clair, Dep. Quarter Master General, Mathew 
Lesly, Assistant, Lieutenant Colonel Gage; between 6 
and 700 officers and soldiers killed and wounded. 

( To be continued._) 








YORK AND MARYLAND LINE RAI L-WAY. 


TOWN MEETING. 


At a numerous meeting of the citizens of the city and 
county of Philadclphia, convened, by public notice, at 
the County Court Room, the Mayor, WILLIAM MIL- 
NOR, Esq. was called te the chair, and George N. Ba- 
ker, and B. W. Richards, appointed Secretaries. 


Jostan Rannact,Esq. having presented the following 


preamble and resolutions, they were considered, and | 


on motion unanimonsly adopted. 
The citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia 
haye seen with regret the passage of the bill which has 


passed the House ef Representatives; and is now before | 


the Senate of this commonwealth, to incorporate the 
York and Maryland line rail road company. 


Impressed with the belief that the passage of this | 
bill into a law, will be highly injurious te the interests | 


of this district, and of the state at large, they have con- 
vened in town meeting to remonstrate, respectfully but 
earnestly, against its cnactment. 

it is premised that the incorporation of this rail road 
company will destroy the original canal system, which 
was intended to secure a reciprocity of trade and inter 


course between the castern and western parts of the | 


state, and to render their interests one and indivisable. 


‘The proposed rail road is located in such a manner as | 
to divaricate at the borough of York, an advantageeus | 


point, from the line of the Pennsylvania improvements, 


uod thus to divert the trade from our ewn state to Balti- | 


more, the capital of the state of Maryland, Upon the 
threshhold it is perceived that this bill isa virtual viela- 


tion of the original compact entered into at the time the | 


system of internal improvement in this commonwealth 
was commenced. 

‘This meeting are aware that the benefit proposed to 
be derived from the measure, is the presentation te the 
ewner of produce of the choice of a market; an advan- 
tage flattering in appearance, but often, im reality de- 
ceptious. They believe, however, that if this were con- 
ceded as a substantial gain, still it would present but a 
limited and fallacious view of this interesting subject.— 
The canals, rail roads and other public improvements, 
located to the north and west of York, have been and 
will be constructed, and will be kept in repair, by the 
treasury of the whole commenwealth, including this 
district and the eastern part of the state. 

it is both novel and unprecedented'in legislation, that 
the resources of our own state should be employed to 


YORK & MARYLAND RAIL ROAD. 


[ApRic 











conduct the produce to a particular point within itself, 
and that at that peint facilities should be afforded by 
| ourselves to induce the owner to leave our own territo- 
ry and carry it to the capital of another state. It has 
been reseryed to Pennsylvania to adept 2 principle in 
itself suicidal, and one which it is confidently believed 
no other state will ever imitate. The resources and 
wealth of our own state, are appropriated to divert the 
trade from our own metropolis, to be carried toa for- 
eign market; and in this manner we shall impoverish 
ourselves, for the purpose of enriching and aggrandiz- 
ing the citizens of another state. The citizens of this 
district indulge no feelings of jealousy tewards any ad- 
joining state, and of all states, Maryland has the least 
ground of complaint. Our statute book relieves us 
from the semblance of any imputation of lecal prejudice 
or sectional views, and exhibits a series of laws founded 
on unexampled liberality. But our feelings of affilia- 
tion are not so chivalrous as to induce us to advocate the 
Self pre- 
servation, the first law of every well regulated govern- 
ment, repudiates the policy as both visionary and ine- 
quitable. 

The legislature of Pennsylvania has granted to the 
Ghio and Chesapeake rail road company the right to 
construct a rail road through her counties, without re- 
| serving the privilege of making a lateral or subsidiary 

railway leading from the main rail way to other parts of 

| thestate. 
| The projected rail way to Baltimore is calculated to 
| divert and lead off from our own state, a large portion 
| of all the prdduce raised as well in Pennsylvania as to 
| the west of York, as in the western states in the rear cf 
Pennsylvania. It is a matter of momentous magnituce, 
claims the serious attention of the enlightened legisla- 
ture, and, in the opinion of those now assembled, will 
| jeopard the vital interests of the whole commonwealth, 
it is admitted that the local interest of any particular 
| section of the state, ought net to be the sole and exclu- 
sive guide in determ‘ning a question ef general interest; 
and it is suggested that a small portion of the state is 
proposed to be bencfitted by the proposed rail road to 
the city of Baltimore. A more extensive view of the 
subject is, however, proposed to be taken. It may be 
assumed that the termination of the Pennsylvania canal, 








| and its branches, will hereafter be most productive in 
their tolls and profit, and that from the continued acces- 
sion of produce to the canal as it approaches the city of 
Philadelphia; the eastern part of the rail road will be, 
of all others, the most profitable. This diversion of 
trade at the borough of York, must diminish the reven- 
/ue, and the eastern part of these improvements, instead 
of producing a large, increasing, and perhaps a splen- 
| did revenue, may not even be sufficient to defray its own 
An actual loss will 
thus accrue to the Commonwealth, and must hereafter 
| be felt, in the imposition of direct taxation, or some oth- 


}repairs and incidental expenses. 


} 
| 
} 
| er substitute for what ought to be the legitimate pro- 
| duct of ourown expenditures. A still more extensive 
| view presents itself for consideration. The fiscal reports 
| of this Commonwealth, show that frem this district the 
| great mass of our revenue is derived. The fact is not 
| stated for the purposes of drawing invidious inferences, 
| but to point out the real interests of the Commonwealth, 
The ability of the commonwealth to impose its taxation 
on, and raise its revenue, without oppression, from the 
city and county of Philadelphia, is predicated exclusive- 
| ly upon our trade with the interior ef our own state,and 
\the North and Western parts of our states and territo- 
| ries; as that trade is cherished and protected by the Le- 
gislatures, the revenue of the state will increase, and 
new sources of additienal revenue will be presented; 
| and as that trade is restricted and diminished, the pre- 
| sent revenue will decrease and ulterior sources of addi- 
| tional revenue will be dried up and exhausted. The 
trade of Philude!phia, is in fact, the property of the 
| whole commenwealth. In the opinion of this meeting, 
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the subject; it presents the mutual dependence of the 
different parts of the state upon each other; it shows 
the indissoluble ties by which they are united; and it 
leads to the salutary conclusion, that any injury to a 
part, is a damage to the state at large. It would be do- 
ing this district injustice, if it was not added that it has 
at all times, cheerfully paid the taxation that has been 
imposed on it for the purpose of public improvements. 

The meeting now assembled, know that in the course 
of legislation, different conflicting interests will come in 
collision. They have not before them the whole ground, 
and consequently are not conversant with all the cir- 
cumstances connected with the different appropria- 
tions that have been solicited and hitherto denied by the 
present legislature. A diversity of opinion has existed 
among the members of the legislature, including the re- 
presentation from this district. This meeting still hope 
the diversity of opinion related rather to the time when 
the appropriations should be made, than to the merits of 
the appropriations themselves. For the final appropri- 
ations to the objects designated, they have consilered 
the faith of the committee long since pledged, and that 
such pledge can only be redeemed by the speedy and 
prompt completion of the different lateral and subsi- 
dary lines of canal, for which legislative aid has been 
asked. 

They will subjoin, that in their opinion sound policy 
and equal justice required, that a liberal appropriation 
should be made in aid of those turnpike companies, 
which have become burthened with a large debt, and 
have no means of extricating themselves but through 
the intervention of legislative bounty. The citizens now | 
assembled, have the utmost confidence in the purity of | 
the motives of their representatives, and do not mean to 
pass a censure on their votes, but they owe it to them- 
selves distinctly to state, that if in any instance, a want 
of the most liberal policy has been manifested by any 
portion of their representatives; these gentlemen have 
greatly misundersteod the wishes and feelings of their 
constituents. 

An appropriation to a particular object may be post- 
poned or rejected at one session, and granted at some 
subsequent period. But the law before the legislature, 
against which a remonstrance is now made, if once adop- 
ted, is irrevocable, the legislature have not the power 
to recall it, and the mischief it creates, becomes com- 
plete, without the possibility of relief or remedy. 

They ask therefore, the legislature to pause and de- 
liberate, before they grant the privileges prayed for by 
the York and Maryland Line Rail Road Comwpany— 
they ask that these privileges may be not granted 
hastily or under ‘excitement, if any excitements do 
exist. They pray that the subject may be determi- 
ned upon its own merits, and not by a reference to ex- 
trinsic considerations, an axiom they apprehend which 
it is most safe to follow in matters of minor importance, 
but which it is imperiously required to pursue in the 
present instance, by the importance of the present sub- 
ject. 

The citizens now convened, conscientiously believe 
that the proposed bill, if enacted into a law, will rend 
asunder the bonds that now unite together the different 
parts of the commonwealth; that it will create a perma- 
nent discordance between the interests of the eastern 
and western parts of the state. That its energies will 
no longer remain united—but that the state will hereaf- 
ter be consigned to the most interminable disputes; and 
that reciprocity of good feeling will hereafter be ban- 
ished from its councils. With these opinions they adopt 
the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That this meeting have learnt with deep re- 


gret, that a bill has passed the house of representatives, | 


and is now before the senate ef this commonwealth, to 
authorize the construction ef a rail road from the bo- 
rough of York to the Maryland line, and there to be 


YORK AND MARYLAND LINE RAIL ROAD. 


this is not only a gratifying, but a faithful exhibition of 


et COLL LLL LL 


| preside. 
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and that they believe that the said rail road, if carried in- 
to effect, will divert a large portion of the western trade 
from the commercial metropolis of the commonwealth 
to the capital of another state. 

Resolved, That this meeting consider this application 
on behalf of the citizens of York county, as in effect the 
same project which was prayed for during the last ses- 
sion of the legislature, by the citizens of Maryland; and 
which was then, after full examination and the most 
careful deliberation, almost unanimously rejected by the 
senate of this commonwealth. 

Resolved, That the members of the senate and house. 
of representatives from the city and county of Philadel- 
phia be, and they are hereby requested to use their ex- 
ertions to defeat the passage of the bill now before the 
senate, to incorporate the York and Maryland Line Rail 
Road Company. 

Resolved, Vhat while the different states in the Union 
are employing all their energies to husband their re- 
sources and preserve them within their own limits, this 
meeting do solemnly deprecate a policy on the part of 
the legislature of Pennsylvania, which will encourage 
the transfer of trade from our own territory to another 
state, and which will destroy the original plan of inland 
improvement—by weakening the community of feelings 
and interests between the different parts of the com- 
monwealth, 

Resolved, That the city of Philadelphia, and its liber- 
ties, have at all times presented to the owner of pro- 
duce one of the best markets in the U.States, and while 
our citizens afford to this Western trade every facility 
and great advantages, there is no necessity to divert 
that trade from its accustomed channel to the capital of 
another state. 

dtesolved, That the trade and prospects of the city of 
Philadelphia, and its liberties, are intimately connected 
with the revenue and wealth of the Commonwealth, 
and that any measures calculated to injure this trade, 
will be found destructive to the interests of the whole 
state at large. 

Resolved, That this meeting approve of a liberal and 
enlarged policy on the part of the Legislature, towards 
all parts of the Commonwealth, and if in any instance, 
such a policy has not been pursued, it has not been in 
accerdunce with the opinions and wishes of this meet- 
ing. 

Sresolved, That this meeting approve of a prompt and 
vigorous completion of those works of internal improve- 
ment which have been commenced, and that they con- 
sider the faith of the state pledged for the immediate ful- 
filment of these works of internal improvement. 

Resolved, That a committee of correspondence and 
superintendence be appointed, and that they be au- 
thorised to take such measures as they may deem prop- 
er and expedient to carry the objects of this meeting 
inte effect, 

Committee of Correspondence and Superintendence— 
Win. Milnor, Benj. W. Richards, George N. Baker, 
William Boyd, Josiah Randall, Jacob S. Waln, James 
Harper, Gen. Robert Patterson, Robert Earp, Richard 
Kenshaw, Thomas Hart, James M. Linnard, Mathew 
Carev, Wm. G. Alexander and Jacob Souder. 

Resolved, That copies of the proceedings ef this mee- 
ting be transmitted to his excellency the Governer, and 
te the Speakers of the Senate and House cf Representa- 
tives of this commonwealth, to be laid by them before 
the honourable bedies over which they respectively 


WM. MILNOR, Chairman, 


B. W. Ricuarns, 2 Secretaries 
5 ‘ . 


G. N. Baker, 





Chesapeake and Delaware Canal.—During the week 
ending on Saturday last, (March 27th,) the number of 
| vessels that passed through the Canal was 150; and the 


united with a rail road leading to the city of Baltimore; | amouut of tolls reccived, about $1500. 
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MILFORD, PIKE COUNTY. 





We frequently see in the newspapers, short statisti- 
cal accounts of our new inland towns, that have sprung 
up within a few years back, going to show the rapid | 
growth and prosperity of our country. 1 am much | 
pleased with these statements; they are both amusing | 
and instructive: and believe that Milford, which not | 
many years since was a barren shrub oak plain, now | 
cevered with handsome buildings, both public and pri- | 
vate, will not suffer by a comparison with most of the | 

| 
} 


new towns, that have grown up in this state, in the 
same number of years. Under this impression I offer 
the fellowing short sketch of Milford, and its immediate | 
neighbourhood; if you think it worth a place in the Ea- 
gle, it is very much at yourservice. Milford, for beau- 
ty of situation and prospect, is perhaps unrivalled; lying 
on an elevated plain on the banks of the Delaware, it | 
commands an extensive view of part of the state of New | 
York, as well as New Jersey, including many miles of | 
the river and highly cultivated flats on its borders.— | 
There are no stagnant waters on or near the town plot; 
the plain gently declining, carries off all the water that 
falls; the soil good, well adapted to horticultural pro- 
ductions. A noble bridge is here thrown over the Del- 
aware, greatly facilitating the travelling on a leading 
turnpike road, passing through the village, on which 
besides a great deal of other travelling, runs a daily line 
of stages, from New York to Buffalo, by way of Owego, | 
Ithica, &c. We are also accommodated three times a} 
week with a stage from Philedelphia, by way of Easton; | 
and another line twice a week, from New York, by way 
of Patterson, Hamburgh and Deckertown. All these 
stages carry mails, in addition to which a northern mail 
from Albany, by Goshen, &c. arrives once a week; 
these are accommodations and advantages possessed by 
few inland towns; Milford being the county town of Pike | 
county, where the courts are held and public affairs 
kept, many people are necessarily drawn bere on pub- | 
lic business, which,added to the ordinary intercourse of | 
trade, make it altogether a lively place. 

By the Delaware, we have a water communication to | 
Philadelphia, down which we transfer our lumber and | 
other productions to a good market. On the other hand, | 
we have the Delaware and Hudson canal, carrying us | 
by water to New York, the great emporium of trade; | 
giving us a choice of the two best markets in all our | 
country. In the neighbourhood of Milford, are many | 
capital seats for water works, which will probably at no | 
distant day, be occupied for manufacturing and other | 
purposes. The surrounding country is not of so fertile 
a character as we could desire; settlements are however | 
progressing; we inhale the most salubrious air from our | 
surrounding hills, and drink the purest water; conse- | 
quently enjoy our full share of the greatest of all bless- | 
ings, good health. And when the upper section of the | 
Delaware canal from Easton is completed, together | 
with our rail road to the Lacakwana coal mines;(*) and | 
that both these great public works will be made, I en- | 
tertain no deubt, Milford may then vie with many towns | 
of a much earlier date, as a place of great business. 

Our public buildings are a court house, meeting | 
house, and an academy, all new and handsome build- | 
ings. Of private houses, there are about 60, containing | 
a population of at least 300. ‘There are two grist mills; 
two saw mills; one fulling mill; one carding machine | 
works; one oil mill; four blacksmith sheps; two turning | 
lathes by water; one printing office; a post office; seven | 
stores, including an apothecary’s shop; eight taverns; | 
one tannery; of professional characters, we have one 
minister of the Gospel; one schoo! master; three doc- 
tors; six lawyers; of mechanics, there are two wagon 
makers: two cabinet makers; one coach maker; onc pat- | 
ent pail maker; two hatters; two painters; three masons; 











* From Milford to the nearest coal bed on the Lack- | 
awana, is less than 40 miles, 
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five carpenters; four blacksmiths; one tanner and cur- 
rier; two saddlers and harness-makers; two millers; two 
mautua makers; one trunk maker; six shoemakers, and 
four tailors. 

By this it will seem that afew more mechanics are 
wanted, such as chair makers, gunsmith, watch maker, 
turner, and some more carpenters and masons, &c.— 


Milford Eagle, 


LAW CASE. 


Mayon’s Orricr, March 22d, 1830. 
The ordinance of the 9th November 1826, prohibits 


| the erection of “any” Wooden mansion house, store, 


shop, warehouse, carriage house, or stable, ‘within that 
part of the city of Philadelphia, which lies east of Broad 
street,” and a fine of five hundred dollars, is imposed as 
a penalty upon every person or persons offending. The 
person convicted is also obliged to pull down and re- 
move such wooden building, and if he does not, he is 
liable to a fine of one hundred dollars, for every three 
months that it may remain after such conviction. By 
the 4th section, **each and every person or persons who 
shall be employed in the building or erecting any such 
wooden mansion house or other building, as is before 
described, being duly convicted thereof in the manner 
above mentioned, shall forfeit and be sentenced and ad- 
judged by the Mayor’s court to pay a fine at_ the discre- 
> of the said court, not exceeding one hundred dol- 
ars.”? 


A decision having taken place on the construction of 


the ordinance of the 6th June, 1796 (which is in all es- 
sential particulars, like the existing ordinance), by the 
Supreme Court of the state, I have thought it proper 


| for the information of the citizens to publish the opinion 


of that tribunal as delivered by Judge Smith. 

It is in the Sth section made the duty ‘‘of the City 
Commissioners, the high constables, and the constables 
of the respective wards of the city of Philadelphia, and 
they are hereby strictly enjoined and required, to give 
immediate information to the Mayor or one of the Al- 
dermen of the said city, ofall offences which shall be 
committed in violation of this ordinance; in order that 
measures may be taken for the prosecution of the of- 
fenders according to the direction hereof.” 

It is expected that the above named officors will 
carefully report every case within their knowledge, in 
order that any breach of this important ordinance may 
be prevented or punished, as it forms an essential safe- 
guard against the ravages of fire. 

WILLIAM MILNOR, Mayor. 
y a * in Ex- 
— Ps. in Ex Error tothe Mayor’s 
a Court of the City 


The Commonwealth J of Philadelphia. 


On the Sth of June, 1796, the Mayor, Alderman and 
Citizens of Philadelphia, passed an ordinance to pre- 
vent the erection of wooden buildings, within certain 


| limits of the City of Philadelphia, William Douglass 


became the tenant and occupant of a certain frame 
within the limits, and at the June Sessions, 1826, was 
indicted in the Mayor’s Court of this City, for erecting’ 


| and causing to be erected, 1. A wooden shop. 2. A 


wooden warehouse; contrary to the provisions of that 
ordinance. On the trial, the jury found, and returned, 
a special verdict, upon which the court rendered judg- 
ment against the defendant. He has thought proper 
to bring the proceedings for revision into this Court, 
and has assigned for error, that the special verdict does 
not set forth any offence within the meaning of the 
law or ordinance alleged to have been violated;—That 


, each count of the indictment contains and sets forth two 


distinct offences, punishable in different modes, and un- 
der different sections of the ordinance;—That, in the 


, indictment it is not averred, that the erection was on 
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a lot or piece of ground;—And lastly, that the indict- any person or persons shall erect and build’? &c.—here 

ment should haye been preferred against the owner | it is found that the tenant, the defendant, did erect 

of the house, and not against his tenant. _ and build; in this particular there is no error. And we, 
The special verdict states distinctly, that after the | therefore are of opinion that the judgment of the May- 

enactment of the ordinarce, the defendant occupied a | or’s Court shall be affirmed.—Judgment affirmed. 

wooden building, (then a legal one), which shortly be- | eee a 

fore he was indicted, he materially altered and enlarg- | : 

ed, adding to its height onits west side four feet, and | REMARKS OF MR. READ, 

on its east ten feet, and extending its lower story nine 


inches further to the south, converting it thereby from | One of the Deputation from the general Town 4 fleeting of 


ae oe : 7 
a blacksmith’s shop into a cabinet-maker’s warehouse | the Citizens of Philadelphia, relative to the 


and shop. The ordinance enacts, that no wooden shop, | TERMINATION or tar COLUMBIA AND PHILA- 


; wae : DELPHIA RAIL ROAD; 
warehouse, &c. shall be erected or built within certain B : ere 

—h +a , ar - 1... | Before the Committee on Inland Navigatien and Inter- 
stated limits of this city. The meaning of this prohibi nal Improyement of the House of Representatives, on 


tion cannot be mistaken. And the question is, did the OP We ee a - 

defendant erect such a wooden building as is prohibit- Wednesday the 17th Feb. 1830. 

ed by this ordinance, when he erected or altered, en- MR. READ said, That the subject was dry and un- 
larged and added to the blacksmith’s shop, what the | interesting in its details to an individual, who was not 
jury have found, and as they have found it? It is con- | an engineer, but as it was one of deep interest to the 
tended that lie did not, as he only altered and enlarged | City of Philalelphia, and to the State at large, he felt 
the old frame building, in short, that all he did was to | confident that the views and sentiments of those whom 
repair it, that the ordinance never was intended to de- he represented, would be heard with attention and in- 
stroy wooden houses then existing; but merely to pre- | dulgence by the Committee. 

vent theirincrease. But I cannot view the material,| Before proceeding to discuss the relative merits of 
important and extensive alterations and additions in | the different plans proposed for the termination of the 
question in the light of mere repairs. ‘To repair a | Columbia and Philadelphia, Mr. R. said he would call 
building is to replace it as it was,—or restore it after an the attention of the Committee to a brief history of the 
injury or dilapidation,—not to enlarge or elevate it, by | proceedings relating to it, down to the present period. 
raising it from one to two or more stories, or extending On the 25th February, 1826, was passed an act, en- 
itssides. When by his alterations or additions, the de- | titled ‘An act to provide for the commencement of a 
fendant converted the blacksmith’s shop, as set forth in Canal, to be constructed at the expense of the State,and 


the verdict, { would say, as the court below did, that he | to be styled the Pennsylvania Canal.” By the 7th sec- 
erected or built a wooden building, within the clear in- tion of this act, it is enacted, ‘*That the location and di- 
tent and meaning of the ordinance in question, the main | mensions of the said canals and locks shall be determin- 
object of which was to diminish the danger of fires ina | ed by a majority of the Board (of Canal Commissioners) 
ne Fe i. takai omelet view 0 with . ike Covers of @ skilfulengineer, and with the 
nother objection, no Sl an the one | consent of the Governor.’ 
we have been considering, is the second error assigned. | On the 24th March, 1828, was passed an act, entitled 
It is said, that it is not averred in the indictment, that | “An act relative to the Pennsylvania Canal, and to pro- 
the erection of the building was on a lot or piece of | vide for the commencement of a Rail Road, to be con- 
ground, although this is necessary to constitute the of- | structed at the expense of the State, and to be styled 
fence. But if the building mentioned was not erected the Pennsylvania Rail Road.” By the 5th section, this 
or built ona nae piece a ges — was it plac- | Rail road, from Columbia to Philadelphia, was authori- 
ed, or on what does it stand: It is idle to answer on | zed to be constructed; and by the 17th section, it is 
the blacksmith’s shop, for that is no longer existing, but | enacted, “That all the provisions of the acts relative to 
has been enlarged, altered and converted, in the | to the Pennsylvania Canal, as are not inconsistent with 
oe unix thes Ganbieeteneciennn oe ae er grec en they are applicable to 
and shop, ns W ainance | the subject matter of this act. 
a new wooden building, erected on a lot or piece of| It is therefore necessary, before any Canal or Rail road 
ground within the limits of this city. If the construc- | can be located, that the three requisites should be com- 
tion of the defendant were true, and this ordinance | plied with. 1. That a majority of the Board of Canal 
were aay Deereiet of ere oe buildings, erected Commissioners should so determine. 2. That a skilful 
on vacant lots or pieces of ground, the consequence | engincer, in the service of the State, should give his 
would be, that on frame buildings of every kind, used | approbation. And, 3. That the Governor should con- 
heretofore for any purpose, and however small in their |sent to it. A system admirably calculated to secure a 
dimensions, or decayed and delapidated. might be rais- | deliberate, wise, and dispassionate decision of such im- 
? =e Sane ee = eens Steak ae or | nee rors a which . an eae the uniform 
depth of the omginal structure without limitation, so | policy of the Legislature to uphold and sustain. 
that, although a new wooden building of the smallest | Under the provisions of these acts, Major John Wil- 
—. — ona poo lot, — be aeons il- | _ seta en vr creme reputation, was ee 
egal, yet the most spacious wooden building, ware- | ed by the Board of Canal Commissioners, to survey anc 
house or factory, built upon an old ruined shed, would locate the Pennsylvania Rail road, which he successful- 
os eee Fel wideh ate race - oe the Dee tee ete a the <= of 
rofessed object of which is to prevent, as much as pos- | 1828. ie line located by him had the great advan- 
sible, the occurrence of conflagrations by prohibiting | tage of requiring stationary steam power at fwo points 
the future erection of edifices of wood. Such a con- | only, one on the Susquehanna, and the other on the 
struction is a perversion of the plain intent of the ordi- | Schuylkill, at Judge Peters’, near the place of crossing 
nance. Weare accordingly of opinion that the avyer-|thatriver. Such a result could scarcely have been an- 
= alleged to be essential is not necessary. ' ticipated by those acquainted with the broken and hilly 
Ic o not perceive, that two distinct offences punisha- | nature of the ground between the two rivers, and is the 
ble in different modes, and under different sections of | most undeniable proof of the skill and industry of the 
the ordinance are set forth in the indictment. Indeed, | engineer. This line passed through Judge Peters’ farm; 
this error, as well as the fourth and last, was not pressed | ‘thence descending by an inclined plane of about 180 
in the argument. - feet, crossed, at a favourable place, the Schuylkill riv- 
The indictment will lay against the tenant, for he and | er, and entered the bed of the old Union Canal.” Fol- 
not the owner of the house or lot, erected the building Pao the’bed of that Canal, it curved southwardly and 
complained of. The words of the ordinance are, “if | entered Broad street, and proceeding down the centre 
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of that street, crossed Vine street, and terminated with- 
in the limits of Philadelphia. 

No survey having then been made, ascertaining the 
practicability of taking a branch from this line down the 
eastern bank of the Schuylkill to tide water, Major Wil- 
son recommended a branch on the west side, down to 
tide water, opposite the City, to accommodate that 
trade. Every attempt was made by Major Wilson to 
find amore favorable route to the Schuylkill; and bis 
failure is noticed by him in the following empliatic Jan- 
guage. 

“Various examinations and experimental lines were 
traced southerly between the position at Benjamin 


Maul’s and the seven mile stone, on the old Lancaster | 


road. These were undertaken with a view to find a 


more favorable route, by which we could appreach the | 


Schuylkill and Delaware rivers, the country became 


either exceeJingly breken and intersected by ravines, | 


or, its surface depressed too rapidly for our graduations. 
From some of the positions, and with the aid of two in- 
clined planes and stationary steam engines, the level 
portion of country lying south of the present location, 
migit be passed over, and a different direction given to 
the course of the Railway; but it was considered more 


advantageous, even with a reasonable increase of dis- 


tance, to limit the application of steam power to the 
two points upon the line already noticed in this re- 
port.” 

On the 9th December,1828, the Board of Canal Com- 
missioners, with the approbation of their engineer, lo- 
cated the Pennsylvania Railway, “to the station mark- 
ed for an inclined plane near the residence of the late 
Judge Peters, on the Schuylkill river; thence by bridge 
across the Schuylkill and by the line of the Old Union 
Canal to the corner of Broad and Callowhill streets in 


the District of Spring Garden, and thence along the | 


middle of Broad street until it crosses the line of the 
City of Philad.Iphia.” ‘This location received the writ- 
ten consent of the Governor, and therefore possessed 
all the requisites of the law. 


On the 11th December, 1828, the Canal Commission- | 
ers reported to the Legislature; and on the 7th page of 


9 
“9 


their report—Senate Journal, vol. 
say, 
**Early last spring, Major Wilson, as engineer of the 


1828-9, they 


Pennsylvania Railway, was directed to commence at | 


Columbia, and to make an accurate location of the 
whole line from thence to Philade!phia. He was in- 
structed to examine every route which had been propo- 
sed to the Board, or which might be deemed advantage- 
ous by the inhabitants of the country through which the 
improvement passes. In such a survey much time was 
necessarily consumed, and consequently no part of the 
line has yet been constructed: at the present session of 
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| diffused. It would be difficult for the Board to fix the 
| localities of such branch lines, as they must occupy in 
some degree the streets of the City, and otherwise in- 
terfere with its internal regulations, They have regard- 
ed it, however, a great advantage attending the present 
| location, that by keeping the level of the summit be- 
| tween the Schuylkill and the Delaware, it admits of an 
| easy extension to the latter river through the City or ad- 
| joining Districts; and it is recommended that every fa- 
| cility for such extensions be afforded, either to the cor- 
poration of the City and Districts, or to associations of 
individuals formed for the purpose.” 
| In pursuance of additional instructions from the 
Board, two other engineers, Messrs. Moncure Robinson 
|and William R. Hopkins, were added to Major Wilson, 
who examined the original location to Broad street, 
|} compared with a line down the west bank of tlic 


| Schuylkiil, the Fair Mount line, and a line on the west 
| bank, entering the City “‘by a bridge at any point be- 
| low Harding’s,” that is, below the Upper Ferry Bridge. 
| These engineers unanimously approved the original 
| location to Broad street, and ascertained the practicabil- 
ity of taking a branch from it down the east side of 
Schuylkill vo tide water. At the conclusion of their re- 
port they say,— 

“We conclude, by stating what we presume has been 
already inferred, that the line adopted by the Board of 
Canal Commissioners, crossing opposite Judge Peters’, 
and following the bed of the old Union Canal, with the 
change in its graduation proposed; presents, in our 
| opinion, the most eligible and least expensive route to 
the City; and at and near its point of termination, offers 
as many facilities for an extensive distribution of, and 
consequently a full and free competition for the trade 
_of the Columbia Rail-road by branch Rail-roads, as any 


| one locality can combine.” 

| Inspeaking of the plan of entering the City by a bridge 
/at any point below Harding’s, they use the following 
| strong language, selecting Race street by way of exam- 
ple, as being the most favorable place for crossing. 

**A line crossing opposite Race street, on the lowest 
bridge which would be admissible, and descending at 
| the greatest rate ef graduation, must nevertheless be 
‘carried as far as Schuylkill Second street, before it 
| would attain the surface of the street, as regulated by 
| the City Councils. As it must rise from this street to the 
| dividing ground between the Delaware and Schuylkill, 
/ about 12 feet, it will be readily observed, that it will 
| present a very incligible profile for a line leading to the 
Delaware, in comparison with either of the lines above 
considered. 
| **The plan of crossing between the two bridges, has, 
| in our opinion, nothing to recommend it but the facility 
| of cennecting with shipping west of the Schuylkill. It 





the Board, 2 full and gratifying report has been receiy- | increases materially the distance to the Northern Liber- 
edfrom Major Wilson, showing that a Railway gradua- | ties, and somewhat increases that to the City front on the 
we within Se maee weerage 7% er is pa rere... It will be ee. saneneee ore any plan 
y practicaole from the bank of the Susquelanna to that | which has been proposed, and presents greater inconve- 
of the Schuylkill, and containing minute estimates and | mences than any other, from an interference with the 
descriptions of the work. At each end of the Road, an | streets.” ' 
inclined plane and stationary engine will be required to | In speaking of a branch line down the east side of the 
reach the riverlevel. From the inclined plane on the {| Schuylkill, they say— 
Schuylkill, which it is contemplated to fix near the resi- “A Rail road to the shipping of the Schuylkill on the 
dence of the late Judge Peters, the Railway will cross | east side of the river, to be executed either by the state 
that river by a bridge, and pursuing the line of the old | or a company, cannot, in our opinion, be dispensed 
Union Canal, will reach the City of Philadelphia at the | with.” . 
intersection of Vine and Broad streets. The Boardhave| These gentlemen, therefore, reported against the 
reason to believe that the selection ef this line has been | Fair Mount line, any line on the west bank, and partic- 
skilful and judicious, and that the mode of entering the ; ularly against any attempt to cross the river by a bridge 
City ef Philadelphia is preferable to any other proposed. | between the present bridges, and substantially against 
They have, therefore, confirmed the whole location, and in | any line crossing the river below the farm of Judge 
compliance with law have directed the road formation | Peters. 
of 40 miles to be placed under contract. This report was made in February last, and at the 
“It is believed that a line of Railway leading to a | close of the Session, the following resolution was pass 
large City, cannot exert its full capability without the | ed by both Houses:— 
construction of branch lines near its point of termina- | ‘Resolution relative to the Eastern Termination of the 
tion; by means of which the trade may be conveniently | Columbia and Philadelphia Rail-road: 
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“‘Be it Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in 
General Assembly met, That the Canal Commissioners 
be, and they are hereby authorized, to make or cause to | 
be made a re-examination and survey of the line of the 
Pennsylvania Rail-road, commencing at the foot of the 


would exceed it in the estimate of construction 3490 
dollars. The cost of grading, it is true, would be 7345 
dollars Jess, but the additional length of rail and horse 
paths, and another steam engine, amount to 10,835 dol- 
lars more, and leave, therefore, the balance just men- 
tioned, in favor of the Belmont location. 











contemplated inclined plane near the farm of the late 
Judge Peters, and terminating at Broad and Vine sts., 
at the city of Philadelphia; and also to cause examina- 
tions_to be made from the said inclined plane to such 


“But the comparative feasibility of these routes is not 
fully comprehended in these views alone. The fuel, 
wear and tear, and attendance of the additional engine, 
would cost at a moderate estimate, 8,550 dollars per 


other point on the line of the City; and also to such | annum, which must be defrayed by this amount of addi- 
point on the tide waters of the Schuylkill, at the head | tional toils levied on those who use the road, unless it 
of the sloop navigation, as they may deem expedient, | be paid out of the improvement fund of the State, in 
and also to make an estimate of the cost of construction, | which case it would be equivalent to an investment of 
and to ascertain the amount of damages to private prop- | 142,500 dollars, at 6 per cent. It can hardly be neces- 
erty, as far as practicable, on the respective routes, and | sary to add to this consideration, that the additional 
such other routes as they may deem expedient to sur- plane will, also, be an additional cccasion of delay and 
vey, and make report to the next Legislature, and also | embarrassment to the cars. We find, in fact, no motive 
whether, in their opinion, it will be the interest of the | on the score either of distance, convenience, or econo- 
State to make more than one line of Rail-road from said | my, for the choice of either of these lines; but on the 
Peters’ farm, and if so, which; and in the mean time | contrary, it results from every view of the subject, that 
not to contract for the construction of any Rail road, | even if we should choose the foot of Race street, upon 
east of the contemplated inclined plane beyond Judge | cther grounds, as the crossing place, the shortest, most 
Peters’ farm.” convenient, and cheapest line of approach to it would 

In pursuance of this resolution, Major Douglass, the | be by the Belmont plane and the margin of the river; 
professor of engineering at West Point, and of distin- | and the same may be said of any other cressing place 
guished reputation as a civil engineer, and who stood | further down.” 
high in the confidence of the present and former Board | This, particularly in connexion with Major Wilson’s 
of Canal Commissioners, was directed by instructions of | opinion, before quoted, shows conclusively, that any 
the 11th and 21st August, 1829, to survey and examine | line continuing the Rail road, whether on the east or 
all the different routes. | west bank of the Schuylkill, must be taken from the in- 

To use his own language,— | clined plane at Peters’. 

“The object of these instructions, expressed in the} The next line which Major Douglass examined, is 
most general terms, was to ascertain among the various | that called the Fair Mount route, one that is universally 
plans which had been suggested, the mode of approach | condemned, not only by the engineers, but by the deci- 
fo, and connexion with the business localities of the city, | ded expression of public sentiment. 
which should combine in the highest degree the ob-| In comparing it with any position for crossing by a 
jects of convenience to the Rail road trade, advantages | bridge below the Upper Ferry bridge, he uses this de- 
to the city itself, and economy tothe state. And it was | cided language :— 
made the duty of the engineer, to investigate the prop-| “The reasons which have induced me to make choice 
erties of Major Wilson’s location in these respects, and | of this position for crossing, to any one further down, 
so to compare it with the most advantageous line that | may be stated as follows: In the first place, regarding 
would be obtained down the right bank of the Schuyl- | the width of the river at the different positions, it was 


kill. 

“In the early stage of the survey, it was understood 
that this comparison was to commence at the foot of the 
inclined plane at Peters’ farm, but the further instruc- 
tions, communicated on the 21st, laid open the question 
as far back as the 7 mile stone, (Bouman’s farm) on the 
old Lancaster road, at which point, therefore, in the or- 
der of this report, our examination commences.” 

The two lines west of Peters’ farm, which by any pos- 
sibility could be used, may be designated as the File 
factory and George’s gate routes, 

The opinion of Major Douglass is couched in the fel- 
lowing expressive language. 

“The two lines come together in these woods near the 
turnpike gate, and thence proceed along the left ofthe 
turnpike to the position for the second descent on the 
grounds of John H. Powell, Esq. nearly opposite Race 
street, whence a bridge would complete either line to 
the city. 

‘Both these lines have been carefully surveyed and 
estimated, and compared with a line by Major Wilson’s 
plane, and the right bank of the Schuylkill to the same 
point of termination, and the following are the results. 


found to be 1249 feet, including the splatterdocks on 
| the west side, at the foot of Vine street, 1115 feet oppo- 
| site Race street, and 1304 feet in the line of Arch street; 
| while, at the point proposed, it is only 711 feet inclu- 
| sive; and it will be seen in the course of the estimates, 
| that the expense of construction will be nearly in the 
‘same ratio. We might, indeed, make the length of the 
| bridge at either of the sites, considerably less than the 
' quoted width, by embanking some distance in the flats; 
_ but we should gain nothing by it, as we are obliged to 
| sustain the road at its level, and it is ascertained that the 
| heavy embankments required for this purpose, with the 
| necessary wing walls, would be at least as expensive as 
| the extensiun of the bridge. 2. In point of depth, the 
| difference is rather in favour of the lower sites, but the 
| bottom is much more safe for the foundations at the po- 

sition chosen, and it must be considered, therefore, as 
| preferable, in this respect also. 3. The relative posi- 

tion and direction of the bridge at Fair Mount is much 

more favourable to a practical communication with all 
| parts of the City, than either of the others. On this 

point it may be proper here to observe, that the ulti- 


| mate completion of the Rail road, almost necessarily 


The first, viz. the line by the File factory, is a mile and | supposes a point of termination on the Delaware, and 
ten chains longer than the continuous line by Belmont | another on the navigable waters of the Schuylkill— 
—and has about a mile and a half of very unfavourable | these constituting the Port of Philadelphia, will, in fact, 


ground, including the inclined plane. 
construction it exceeds the Belmont line by 26,829 dol- 
lars, viz. 10,760 dollars under the head of grading, &c. 
9,089 dollars, at the lowest estimate, for one mile and 
ten chains of rail and horse paths, and 7000 dollars for 
the additional engine. 
**The second route, viz. 
also longer than fhe Belmont line by 38 chains, and 
Vor. V 28 


In the cost of | be the primary points of termination; but it may also be 


remarked, that in reaching these, we may, by a judi- 
cious location of the line across the City, place the ad- 
vantages of the Rail-road almost equally within the 
reach of every other part.” 

He then expressly states the advantage of a line ap- 


that from George’s gate, is | proaching the City from the north. 


“‘A northern location for this purpose is preferable» 
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because the oval on that side better commands the 
different points to which it would be desirable to run 
branches. Italso makes the avefage distance less to 
all points, without materially increasing it to any. Itin- 
terferes less with the ordinary track of the streets, and 
would have more space adjacent to it, for the formation 


of establishments suited to the nature aad objects of the 
Rail-road business ”” 


= ooo ny 


the engineer’s recommendation, saying ‘*While consid- 
ering this subject, they have been struck with the im- 
portance in acommercial point of view, ofa line from 
the stationary engine near Judge Peters’ to some point 
on the Schuylkill, affording a complete communication 
with the ocean. As such a line inust follow the west 
side of the river, the difficulty before suggested would 


not be felt, and but for want of aut nority under the ex- 
And concludes his remarks with these words— isting law, the board would be prepared to direct its 


**With these views, it will not be difficult to perceive construction.” And where as, by an act passed the 20th 
the superiority of the crossing at Fair Mount, in the res- ; day of April, 1829, the canal commissioners were requi- 
pect mentioned, over those below. That of Race street, red to make re- surveys and re-examinations fer the east- 
for instance, would have its communication with the ern termination of the said Penns sylvania rail-way, and 
Delaware through the heart of the City, opposed to the | thereupon to “report to the next legis!ature w hether in 
constant flow of carriages and foot passengers through | their opinion it will be for the i: nterests of the state to 
all the cross streets. Nor would its situation with res- | make mere than one line of rail road from said Peters’ 
pect to the Schuylkill be any more favorable,as it would | farm, and if so, which?’ And whereas, the present 
have no sufficient space either for turning or grading board of canal commissioners have, in accordance with 
down a branch suited to the objects of that connexion. | the injunctions of said law, caused the aforesaid re-sur- 
These circumstances, in addition to those already men- | veys and re-examinations to be made, and have report- 
tioned, leave no room to hesitate in choosing the posi- | ed to this legislature, that “From all the facts laid be- 
tion at Fair Mount to any below it.” fore the board, they are of oprnion that it is not the in- 

Major Douglass then states the nature of the line | terest of the state now to construct more than one line 
crossing at Peters’ island, and continued to the intersec- | of rail road from the inclined plane near the farm of the 
tion of Vine and Broad streets, with a branch diverging | late Judge Peters’, and they ‘recommend the extension 
near the Five Nations Hotel, and carried through St. Da- | of the line from that point Cown the western side of the 
vid’s street, and through the eastern abutment of the | river Schuytkillio a point near Fair Mount, thence across 
Permanent Bridge, into Beach street, which is at the | said river, and down its eastern side, to sloop navigation, 
foot of the present pavementin Chestnut street. This | between Market and Chesnut streets; the road to be 
line avoids interference with the streets and improved | continued on the line and levels surveyed by Major 
property, and is the line best calculated to accommodate | Douglass, and projected in his report.” And whereas, 
the whole eastern front of the Schuylkill. many citizens and the councils of the city of Philadel- 

The preference of Major Douglass of this route over | phia, have by their formal resolutions and remonstran- 
the Fair Mount route and all others, is thus expressed: | ces to this legislature, declared their unwillingness that 

“Comparing these two lines, with regard tothe ex- | a bridge should be erected by the state so near to Fair 
pense, we find, from the estimates given, a balance of Mount works. And w hereas, it is expedient to be 
$33,018.30 in favour of that which crosses at Peters’ isl- | strictly governed by a judicious economy in the con- 
and. With regard to distance, the same line has the ad- | | struction of the public works, without defeating the inten- 
vantage of 14.40 chains, in reaching Broad street, and of ) tion with which they were projected, by stopping the 
20.40 in reaching the Permanent Bridge. In pvint of | great line of communication with our metropolis and the 
rise and fall, it has also the advantage by 34 feet on the | ocean. Therefore, 
line to Broad street. Lastly, in point of convenience, Bez it Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
for connexion with the various localities of the City, it is | tives, That the canal commissioners be and they are 
thought also to have the advantage, as conforming more } hereby required with the consent of the governor, to fi- 
nearly with the views already suggested on this point, | nally locate and put under contract the road formation 
and particularly being more apart from the ordinary | of the eastern termination of the Pennsylvania rail-way, 
travel of the streets.” when an apprepriation therefor shall have been made to 

On the 18th Dec. 1829, a majority of the Board of | such point as thcy deem best adapted to the purposes 
Canal Commissioners reported to the Legislature in fa- | and interests of the commonwealth, on the western side 
vor of the Fair Mount route, carrying a line only along | of the river Schuylkill, at or near or beyond Peters’ 
the Schuylkill, contrary to the opinion of all the engi- | farm, any thing in any former act to the contrary not- 
neers. ( To be Continued. ) withstanding. Provided: that no such part of said road 

perenne | shall be put “under contract until they shall have receiy- 
ee ed satisfactory assurances that the commonwealth shall 
PENNSYLV’A RAIL ROAD TERMINATION. | be indemnified against all claims for damages for the 
| location of said road from Peters’ farm to tide water. 














The following resolution was, on the 22d March, in- 
troduced by Mr. Powe t in the Senate. 





ons ae : FARMERS AND GRAZIERS. 
Resolution relative to the termination of the Pennsylvania 
Rail Road. Ata meeting of the Farmers and Graziers of Philadel. 
Wurreas, Major Wilson, the engineer in the service ( phia county, and of some other adjoining counties, held 
of the commonwealth, did in his official report, dated | at Germantown, on the 16th February 1829, according 
, 1827, upon the location of the Pennsylvania | to previous notice; Samcet Castor being called to the 
rail-way, assert ‘But as it is a matter of some considera- | Chair, and Epmuxn Green appointed Secretary, the 
tion to determine whether the river Schuylkill shall be { following resolutions were presented by a committee 
crossed.” And did in his report of the next year state, | nominated for the purpose, and accepted by the meet- 
‘funder such views of the beneficial effect it might have | ing— 
inkaroundPhiladelphia,! take the liberty of recommend- Resolved, That we think it advisable to present the 
ing to the board, that from the termination of the incli- | agricultural interest of the country to the consideration 
ned plane east of the residence of the late Judge Pe- | of our general Government, upon a suitable occasion, at 
ters, a branch of the railway should be extended along | the next session of Congress, and that we respectfully 
the margin of the Schuylkill river, terminating at a suit- | invite the agriculturists of other portions of cur state and 
able place of deposit near the tide water, andj opposite | of our sister states, to hold similar consultations for the 
to the city of Philadelphia.” general welfare of our profession; and, that a more ready 
And whereas, the late board of canal commissioners | and advantageous interchange of sentiment may be 
did in their formal report to the last legislature, confirm | made between different portions of our country. 
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Resolved, That a committee of thirteen be appointed 
to draft a Memorial of the object of our meeting, and to 
make such arrangements as may be best calculated for 
the promotion and support of agricultural industry, with 
power to fill vacancies and to act also asa Committee 
of Correspondence. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be signed by the 
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| a rate of protection and regard equal to that offered to 
any other class. 

In order to exhibit the protection which many articles 
| we necessarily use, do now receive, we subjoin the fol- 
lowing statement— 

Blacksmiths and Manufacturers in Iron and of Castings 


| €%c. have on—Pitchforks, iron stoves, hatchets, shears, 


Chairman, and attested by the secretary; and that the | sieves, hoes, saws, ploughs, iron hoops, iron wire, and 


editors of newspapers throughout the union be solicited 
to give them publicity. 

SAMUEL CASTOR, Chairman. 
Epmcenp Green, Secretary. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the U- 
nited States of America, in Congress assembled, 


This Memorial respectfully represents— 


That the interference in our market of foreign pro- 
visions and grain, has for several years, attracted the at- 
tention of farmers; and although such competition was 
considered limited and occasional, an investigation of the 
subject proves, that the sgriculturists suffer toa very 
considerable extent by the intervention of foreign pro- 
ductions; and a comparison of the rates of duty imposed 
by our national government upon agricultural products, 
well adapted te our soils; and capable of employing ex- 
tensive capital and labour with those affixed to various 
articles manufactured in the country, of which we are 
in the constant and necessary consumption, convince us 
that farmers are not equally protected in their industry 
with others of our fellow citizens of different trades and 
professions. The peculiar character of the employments 
of farmers—their necessary constant personal superin- 
tendence—the difficult means of communication, from 
the extensive space which they occupy—netwithstand- 
ing their respectability in numbers and character, have 
prevented their interchange of opinion and union of ef- 
fort which others may more happily employ; and the 
farmers, assiduously attentive to the cultivation of their 
crops, and the care of cattle—frequently also called up- 
on toocctipy themselves in public and local business, 
and generally unacquainted with the commercial ar- 
rangements affecting their interests, have not hitherto 
made that representation of their strength which we 
now believe essential to their welfare. 

A state of almost universal peace has much contracted 
the extent of the profitable exportation of our produce; 
we cannot depend upon a foreign demand—we must 
look for our advantage in an increasing home market, 
and in a great variety of employment for our citizens.— 
We believe, that the interests of our country are connec- 
ted with a more immediate intercourse between the dif- 
ferent sections af the United States, and we lock to this 
as a bond of union; by interest and kind feeling to be 
best continued, by such measures as shall induce us to 
place mutual dependence upon each other for those 
supplies which nature has appointed to our different 
soils and climates, and that the extent of our territory 
will give ample scope to a greater diversity of industry, 


and greater diffusion of wealth and prosperity among | Wool, above the value of 10 cents per Ib. 
our own citizens, as well as greater protection during | Do 


the calamities of a war, than we can hope from foreign | Tallow Candles, 242,686 Ibs. 


dependence; an:l we trust to our liberal institutions to 
guard us from those difficulties and dangers which have 
been too hastily charged upon the protective system, 
which is one, in our instance, of absolute self-defence, 
but which we desire to see equally affecting all classes 
of our citizens, and every section of our land. We wish 
that every industry capable of being exercised at home 
should be encouraged, to give a profitable, varied, and 
necessary occupation to our citizens, and their families; 
and we consider a just and properly regulated protec- 
tion as the most sure and permanent pledge of the suc- 
cess, equally of the farmer, planter, manufacturer, and 
merchant. As farmers may justly be denominated the 


great body of consumers, we think ourselves entitled to | Opium, (for 1827 only,) 


| Bridle bitts, scale beams, and axes, 35 per cent. 


| 40 








| before, 


all manufactures of iron, generally, a duty of 25 per cent. 
Straw 
and hay knives, scythes, shovels, spades, and sickles, 
per cent. 

Taylors and Clothiers on—Ready made clothing and 
wearing apparel, 50 per cent. 

Gun Makers on—¥ire arms, 30 per cent. 

Woollen and Cotton Manufucturers on—All general 
manufactures of cotton, 25 per cent. Woollen stock- 
ings and blankets, 35 per cent. Hearth rugs, 33} per 
cent, All general manufactures of woollen, 40 te 50 
per cent. 

Curriers, Boot and Shoemakers, Saddle, Harness, and 
Vi hip Makers, on—Hides of legther, whips, saddles, and 
harness, generally, 30 per cent. Laced boots $1 50 per 

air. 
: ‘abinet Makers, on—Cabinet wares, 30 per cent. 

Carriage and Chair Makers on—Carriages and chairs, 
30 per cent. 

Tobacconists on Segars, $2 50 per thousand. 

Clock Makers on—Clocks, 25 per cent. 

Hatters on—Fur and wool hats, 30 per cent. 

Umbrella Makers on—Umbrelias, 30 per cent. 

Besides a variety of others not necessary to be men- 
tioned. 

We do not notice these with a disposition to object; 
we are notaware that we pay higher for most of these 


| articles than before the increase of the rates of duty, 


and we are satisfied that some ofthem are cheaper than 
and every day improving in quality from the 
industry, talent, and perseverance of our workmen; we 
well recollect the character of the first articles manufac- 
| tured during the late war, how very inferior to those 
| now made, and that from the scarcity of the yarious im- 
| plements required for our use, we were exposed to high 
| prices, caused by the want of proper competition at 
| home, and the unskilfulness of our artizans, who have 
| improved in proportion to the protection afforded them; 
| but we solicit attention to the long list of importations 
| from foreign countries, of those products which the soils 
j and varied climate of our country and industry of our 
| agriculturists may be most advantageously employed in 
| providing, and which their intelligent and active enter- 
| prise will afford, at as cheap a rate as they can be had 
| elsewhere, after a short delay necessary for the perfec- 
‘tion of a due system of economy and management, 
| which is a small sacrifice compared with the results to 
| the community at large. 

| During the years 1826 and 1827, the value of the fol- 
lowing importations into the United States, is stated by 

the report of the Secretary of the Treasuary. 


| Of raw Hides and Skins, duty free, $4,305,875 
576,760 

not exceeding 10 cents per Ib. 281,492 
17,508 

Tallow, 1,360,319 Ibs. 93,442 
| Cheese, 81,823 Ibs. 11,800 
| Beefand Pork, 946,987 lbs. 32,032 
{ Butter, 5,233 Ibs. 728 
Bristles, 374,033 ibs. 104,502 
Hemp, 188,682 cwt. 1,187,611 
} Wheat, 4,512 bush. 5,910 
| Oats, 13,320 do. 4,110 
| Potatoes, 112,044 bush. 45,684 
| Vinegar, 77,203 gals. 16,607 
Salt, 8,885,209 bush. 1,212,259 
Rags, free, 251,573 
Raw Silk, . 329,196 


387, 00u 
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Wines, 3,402,323 | The paper A exhibits a statement of the states and 
Foreign Spirits from Grain, 473,236 | counties, from which they respectively came, and the 
Do do other materials, 2,765,912 | sources from which their support is derived. 

Beer, Porter, and Ale, 141,803 Of the aggregate, thirty-four are from Pennsylvania, 
Coal, 287,939 | and supported by the funds of the commonwealth, four- 

cee | teen from Maryland, and six from New-Jersey, on the 

$15,961,502 | several foundations of those states; eleven pupils, are 


Note.—The following importations affect the South- | wholly, or in part, dependent on the private charitable 
ern agriculturists, viz— 


_ funds of the institution, arising from individual subscrip- 








Molasses, $5,757,710 | tions and donations, and the remaining fourteen are 
Olive and other Oils, 157,000 | maintained by their friends. 
Sugar, brown and white, 9,878,992 | ‘The board have ascertained from various sources, the 
Fruits, 808,944 | fact, that, there are in Pennsylvania, many unfortunate 
Spices, 917,298 persons, who from age and capacity, are entitled to 
Indigo, 3,072,603 | participate in the benefits of the institution, but who 
| from the carelessness of their friends, are deprived of 
$20,502,244 | the opportunity of religious, moral, and literary instruc- 


Besides various dye stuffs, for which there is an in-| tion, which the bounty of the state was intended to af- 
creasing demand, barley (of which, in one year, 20,000 | ford them. While the board lament that this should be 
bushels were imported, at 15 per cent. duty) honey, | the case, they are sensible that the evil can be remedi- 
bees wax, feathers, quills, soap, lard, mustard, horns, } ed, only by the exertions of persons of character and 
willows for baskets, fruit trees, nuts, &c. &c. which are | influence, in removing the apathy which at present ex- 
not specified in the report as items, being free, or hav- | ists in relation to this important subject. 
ing an ad valorem duty. They earnestly request the individual members of the 

We are influenced by no political feeling, and dis-| legislature, to use their efforts in their immediate neigh- 
claim sectional excitement; we feel the justice of our} borhoods, towards disseminating information for the 
claim; we respect the difference of opinion which may | purpose of promoting the objects of this charter. 
exist on this subject; but we are firm in viewing the gen- | A statement of the finances of the institution will be 
eral advantages which will result from a greater regard | found in the accounts of the treasurer, hereto annexed, 
to the interest of the American farmer and planter; and | (marked B,) which have been examined and approved 
we look with regret at the state of that portion of our! by the committee of accounts. 
countrymen engaged in agriculture, who have certain- The experience of the past year has strengthened the 
ly, in comparison with their number and exertions, | confidence of the directors, in the industry and intelli- 
borne the pressure of all the measures hitherto pursued, | gence of their matron and instructors, and in the system 
and may now claim to participate in whatever system | of education and employment, adopted in the institu- 
of encouragement may be decided en for the general | tion, and they have again to acknowledge with grati- 
welfare. tude, the continued blessing of Providence upon their 

We, therefore, most respectfully urge the Senate and | labours. 

House of Representatives of the United States, in Con- | By order of the Board, 

gress assembled, to regard the interests of this portion | WM. WHITE, President. 

of their fellow citizens and make such alterations and | Attest-—Epwanrp Brrrce, Secretary. 

additions to the duties now imposed upon articles of ag- | December 29th, 1829. 

ricultural produce as may aid and support the large por- | 
tion of citizens whese welfare depends upon their pro- | A 


tection. List of Pupils in the Pennsylvania Institution for the 
¢ Oxford. | * Deaf and Dumb, on 24th Dec. 1829. 





Grorce Castor, 
Cuarctes Paxson, 











Joun Braxe,' , | Pupils supported by the Legislature of Pennsylvania. 
J. a Grenean,< Lower Dublin. Names. Counties. When Admitted. 
Bens. WacMsLey, | Bub | Andrew Carlin, Philadelphia co. March 24,1826 
JaMES Sectemeas’t pores Mary D. Zinser, Philadelphia co. Oct. 4, do 
Gro.Br Eck, 2 Moreland | Thomas S. Roberts, Philadelphia city, 6, do 
FRANKLIN Com ey, § ‘| Henry Stehman, Lancaster co. 9, do 
Joun L. Wittrams, Bristol Eliza Pieffer, Philadelphia city, 9, do 
Isaac MIcHENER, g vristot. | Benj’n Paullin, do 23, do 
Natuan Jones, Blockiey. | Joseph Shipps, do Noy. 10, do 
James Bartram, 2 7. . __| James Bradly, jr. Philadelphia co. 20, do 
Ropert Carr, § eat Richard May, Allegheny, Dec. 22, do 
Committee appointed at a meeting of Farmers and Gra-| Addison Smith, Adams, March 8,1827 
ziers of Philadelphia County, held at Germantown, on | Rebecca Gough, Bedford, Aug. 28, do 
16th February, 1829. Jane McGowin, Allegheny, Sept. 23, do 
I a at Alexander Kerr, Greene, 23, do 
AN , — John Landis, Westmoreland, 27, do 
Pr ae PU ee | Edward Gibson, —Philadelphiaco. —Oct.1, do 
To the Honourable the Senate and House of Representa- | Polly Hicks, Bradford, 2, do 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in Gene- | James Falls, Washington, 15, a 
ral Assembly met. | George Cooper, Philadelphiaco. July 24,182 
The Directors of the Pennsylvania Institution por Hannah Kirk, ik do June 12, x 
the Deaf and Dumb, in compliance with the provisions Stephen D. Cornet, a “s Sept. 25, do 
of their act of incorporation, respectfuily submit their Caleb G, Merritt, Chester, Oct. 13, do 
ae ; 7 Martha Jones, do 24, do 
ANNUAL REPORT: | Jesse Wannemaker, Lehigh Noy. 20, do 


During the past year, twenty-seven pupils have been | Daniel Wannemaker, do 20, do 
received into, and eighteen discharged from the Asy-| William P. Gunkle, Philadelphia, 


: , Dec. 1, do 
lum. There are at present in the institution seventy- | Christiana F. Schneck, York, 8, do 
nine pupils, of whom, forty-three are males, and thirty- | Samuel Hartman, Philadelphia, 8, do 
six femaies. 


| Joseph Yothers, Bucks, March 
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Names. Counties. When admitted. DR. 
Nathaniel J. Ellis, Columbia, April 24,1829 ( Dec. 21, 1829. —To cash paid to this date, and charged 
Anna J. Ellis, do 24, do to the following accounts, viz. 
*George Cooper, pay 70 dollars per annum Familyexpenses, —_—- . . $5,162 70 
Juliana Gardner, Adams, Aug. 6, do | Salaries of matron, principal and four assis- 
Eleanor Shoemaker, Philadelphia, 7, do tant teachers, superintendent of manufac- 
Charles E. Dennison, Clearfield, Noy. 11, do tures and baker, 4,441 66 
Martha Wilson, do 11, do | Incidentals, sundries, ° - - 927 78 
Pupils supported by the State of Maryland. | Manufactures, raw materials, - 2,117 09 
William Workinger, Baltimore city, Sept. 27,1828 | Private pay pupils, advanced for clothing,&c. 72 93 
Samuel Adams, Somerset co. Oct. 29, do Household and School furniture, : , 97 53 
Susan M. Tannyhill, Calvert, June 24,1829 or naene eee J , . 44 03 
Sarah Conelly, Caroline, Se 4e tere eet ys Sores : : 387 50 
Ann M. Price, do 24, do Stock P. I. deaf and dumb loan : - 100 00 
Robert Lambdin, Talbot, 24, do erneey 
John W. Kinnamont, do 24, do Bal ee a 15,351 22 
Margaret W. Ewell, Baltimore city, Sily' 3, dq: | PROS AO De Een Mra 1,596 57 
Henrietta Speake, Charles, 24, do : aa 
William Stevenson, Worcester, Aug.7, do CR $14,947 79 
Willy Ann Davis Anne Arundel 27, do a Se ee eee 
Prien Devin , re ’ 97, do | Digs tts: ES<-Bolenee in the hands ofthe ee 
Elijah Anderson Cecil Sept. 16, do : _ $1, 3 
Sarah Stewart, : Kent, Nov. 11, do | Dec 21, 1829.—By cash received to this 
; ss date and placed to the credit of the fol- 
Pupils supported by the State of New Jersey. lowing accounts: 
Eliza Jones Gloucester Aug. 15,1827 | Private pay pupil’s tuition, ‘ ‘ 3,137 03 
Elizabeth Marsh Elizabeth.town, July 16,1828 | Indigent pupils, Pennsylvania, . - 6,302 48 
Nathaniel Brittain Monmouth Sept. 25, do New Jersey, - ° 718 89 
John Vankirk Middlesex Oct. 7, do Maryland, - . 665 64 
Mary Ann Humphreys Gloucester March 12, 1829 | Manufactures, sales of goods, ° 2 2,136 50 
Henry Lacy Salem April 29, do | Annual contributions, - - . 226 00 
Pupils supported by their Friends. | Life subscription, — , . - 20 00 
Susannah Veasy Baltimore city, Nov. 15,1825 | ee mans by ~~ - oi i a) a 
Henry Snider, jr. Botetourt co. Va, May 16,1827 | i ee ae een ae io A bs . 10 00 
Robert Gaw Shenandoah, Va. 27, do | Ton on sale of empty flour barrels, 
Sabilla S. French Gloucester,NJ. Oct-11, do |, ro a feta r - 55 17 
Elizabeth S. Ogden Chester, Pa, Ban. 51, tege | POSE OO OF re ecpormng So atopy: 50.08 
Eliz. Wannemaker _—_— Lehigh, Pa. Nov. 20, do — 
Isaac McCullough, Ohio, Va. Dec. 4, do | 14,947 79 
Mary E. Gurfin Charleston, S.C. May 19,1829 | ' at ———— 
Edward T. Taylor Mecklenburg, Va. Sept.50, do | Dec. 21.——Balance due the institution 1,596 57 
Ann Eliza Lewis Albemarle, Va. Oct.14, do | . ‘ 
Elizabeth Keck Northampton, Pa. 13, do | E. E. Philadelphia, Dec. 21, Prem 
Edward Pray Philadelphia, 20, do | The > BACON, 
Matilda Sowers Frederick, Va. 11,1825 | reasurer £. I. D. & D. 
Pupils supported by the Institution. | The undersigned committee of accounts approve the 
Matilda Bellen, Washington county, Pa. admitted Nov. | above accounts of John Bacon, treasurer, leaving a bal- 


15, 1827 | ance due to the institution of fifteen hundred and nine- 
>, . 


Joseph Sarger, jr. Lehigh county, Pa. on private funds, | ty-cig: dolinm end Se iad HENRY 
7 : E 


admitted Dec. 21, 1829. ee eae 2 JOHN VAUGHAN, 

Deaf and Dumb persons residing in the institution, Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1829. 
whose terms of instruction have expired. One of these | 
is employed on wages, and several of the others do 
something for their support. ; 

Albert Newsam, Maria Deraker, Mary A. Reilly, R he 0 ' sa aited 
Charles Leech, Charles Miller, Christopher Vancourt, eo of the Committee on the judiciary system, relative 
Peter Martin, William M‘Closkey, Mary A. Young, aj _ ivorees.— Read, January 9, 1830, 
boarder only. Mr. Parke, from the committee on the judiciary system, 





REPORT ON DIVORCES. 





Summary. who have had under their consideration that part of the 

Pennsylvania state pupils, 834 Governor’s message referred to them in relation to di- 
Maryland do do 14 vorces, made the following report, which was read, viz: 
New Jersey do do 6 Appl cations for divorcees, to the legislature become 
Paying és -do 14 every year more numerous, and of necessity consume in 
Pupils on p:ivate funds 2 | the investigation of the concerns of individuals a large 
Do. wholly or in part dependent portion of that time, which might profitably be bestow- 

on the institution 9 , ed onthe business of the public. In some cases it is 

se | feared, that application is made to the k gislature and 

79 | acted upon without sufficient evidence that the party 

We have received 27 pupils during the past year, and | complained against has been duly notified of te appli- 
discharged 18. | cation intended. Would not a'l the ends of justice lke- 
B | ly to be obtained by the granting of divorces be more 


, : rag} 6: ceriainly attained, if the jurisdiction of our courts wer 
For moneys received and paid on account of said institu- | ; : J ore 


‘ . more extended over them and the causes of divorce 
tion, from Dec. 21, 1828, to Dec. 21, 1829. | more fully defined than at present? 


The Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, in! The committee concur in opinion with the Governor, 
account with John Bacon, Treasurer. | that the legislature is not the most appropriate general 
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tribunal for the trial of applications for divorces. The | counties, professedly in carrying the Law into effect, but 
constitution of our courts renders them undoubtedly | without a correspondent benefit. 

more fit to hear and determine. But upon a careful ex- | The application‘of a remedy for so lamentable a state 
amination of the existing laws in relation to divorces, | of affairs, isa duty of the first order, and as far as it 
the committee think that the numerous applications for | may be within its power, this Society aims to contribute 


divorces to former sessions of the legislature alluded to 
by the Governor could not have been made from the 
want of a sufficiently general and well defined jurisdic- 
tion in the courts. The act upon the subject appears 
to be so well drawn and caretully guarded, that the 


committe have not becn able to discover any proper 


general ground of divorce that is not included. And 
the enumeration of the causes of divorce seems to be as 
definite as its requisite generality will admit. Unless the 
courts were invested with general power to declare at 
their discretion what is a good cause of divorce—a pow- 
er that would be dangerous from being indefinite—some 
cases will-occur which, although not within the law, 
would be good causes of divorce depending upon their 
own peculiar circumstances. ‘These must of necessity, 
and perhaps appropriately, be left to legislative hearing 
and enactment. 

From the apparent soundness and generality of the 
existing divorce law,together with some inquiry into the 
nature of the applications which have heretofore 
burthened the legislature, the committee have come to 
the conclusion, that the evil to which the Governor al- 
ludes, lias arisen from the legislature itself having given 
too ready an ear to petitions for divorce, without dis- 
criminating between those which are by daw referred 
for decision to-the judicial tribunals, and those whose 
peculiar circumstances, although not cognizable before 
the courts, render-them fit instances for relef. If this 
be true, the remedy is apparent. Letevery applica- 
tion be referred to the committee on the judiciary or 
some other appropriate committce. Let it be under- 
stood that the primary duty of the committee shall be to 
ascertain whether the complaint of the applicant could 
be heard in court; and if so to report against it on that 
ground. 

Pursuing this course, the legislature, it is presumed, 
would soon disburthen itself of much unnecessary busi- 
ness, and throw it upon the appropriate branch of the 
government, the judiciary. This would both remedy 
the growing evil of too numerous applications, and a- 
void as far as possibile the danger ofa hearing and deci- 
sion without sufficient notice to the parties concerned. 


Your committee therefore offer the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That they be discharged from the further | 


consideration of the subject. 


PUBLIC EDUCATION. 


A Semi-Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Society 
for the Promotion of Public Schools, was held at the 
Franklin Institute, on Monday the 22d March, 1830, 

Roberts Vaux, the President took the Chair. 

Augustus H. Richards, was Secretary. 

The Third Report was read, as follows:— 

The Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of pub- 
lic Schools, has through its Council been assiduously 
engaged, during the last six months, in prosecuting the 
interesting inquiries for which it was established. 

The Corresponding Secretaries soon after the last 
annual meeting of the Society, were charged with the 
transmission ofa Circular Letter, and interrogatories, 
addressed to influential and intelligent citizens in near- 
ly all the counties, designed to obtain correct informa- 
tion relative to the actual means for imparting common 


| its humble share of service, towards the discharge of 
'that obligation. Renewed and untiring efforts are ne- 
Cessary, 10 animate Pennsylvania to put forth her 
strength in this noble cause, and thereby illustrate her 
intellectual power, as fully as she is now displaying her 
| physical resources. 

A careful, and deliberate survey of the whole case, 
has led the Society to the conclusion, that the most im- 
portant step to be taken in the great work which the 
| People of Pennsylvania have before them, in reference 

to this vital matter, is fo provide well qualified Teachers. 
The best School system which it were possible to de- 
vise, must utterly fail in practice, unless instructors can 
be had, equal in every respect to their high trust, in a 
Moral and intellectual sense. 

It is mortifying to be obliged to admit the truth of 
the too general impression, that the School Master is a 
necessary evil, whose only merit consists in the small- 
ness of his charges, and the brevity of the term in which 

| he can promise to impart the rudiments of knowledge. 
In consequence of the indulgence of these erroneous 
| ideas, it frequently happens, that persons the least fit- 
| ted for the office, are entrusted with the instruction of 
| our youth. If instead of this delusion which exists in 





| many parts of the country, the public mind could be in- 
duced to discern the paramount value of teachers of re- 
spectable acquirements, and well disciplined minds, 
who should be looked upen by the pupils, as the depo- 
| sitories of useful knowledge+-be esteemed as examples 
of virtue, and cherished and honoured for these quali- 
ties, the happiest results would follow. 
j In order to provide this indispensable ingredient in 
} any system of Education which can prove successful, 
| the society would emphatically urge the necessity of 
| training teachers, and for this purpose suggests that in 
|each Congressional District of ihe Slate, a seminary 
| should be established by law, where individuals may be 
| prepared for conducting a uniform method of Instruc- 
| tion in the Common Schools, which can be commenced 
as soon as candidates for the station of Instructors are 
| qualified for the discharge of the prescribed duties. 
| When the State shall be thus supplied with Tutors, 
| the ordinary schools may be organized with economy 
and regularity, and the effects must prove as salutary as 
| they willbe certain. But without this preparation it 
would seem to be impossible to accomplish the gene- 
rous design, contemplated by the advocates of universal 
education. 
The preparation or selection of books and other 
| means of instruction, is also essential to the contem- 
plated plan. Too much care cannot be exercised in this 
| department, and perhaps in no respect are we more de- 
| ficient than in good elementary works for schools. The 
| Socicty sensible of the importance of making provision 
\in this particular, and also to ascertain whether this 
| class of books cannot be furnished at cheaper rates than 
| is now demanded, appointed a committee some months 
} 


since, to inquire and report thereon; from this source 
valuable information may be expected at an early peri- 
| od. 
| Without claiming any merit for its efforts, the socie- 
| ty is gratified in being enabled to report, that it has not 
| only furnished a number of well qualified teachers in va- 
rious parts of the state, but has moreover been instru- 
mental in organizing several schools in remote places, 
before destitute of the means of education, which is now 





school learning, more especially to the indigent Youth | liberally conferred at a very moderate expenditure of 
of this Commonwealth, the replies which were prompt- | money to the people where they are established. These 
ly made, and which manifest much solicitude on the | instances are alone a sufficient reward for its attention, 
subject, convey the facts, that in most places the act of | should no further advantage flow from its disinterested 
1809 providing for Education, is a dead letier; whilst in | devotion to the subject. 


a few instances, some expense was incurred by the | Itis as evident, as it is consoling, that the public at- 
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tention is now more than at any former period directed | 





° a : d ~ ' » 
a8 : : 2is|/elels : 3s r c= 
to the considerstion of furnishing Pennsylvania with a, . slslslsizll & = gE jad 
system of education for all her youth. This great pur-| oH = =| & - $s - S 5 Sol 
. . . i - e - é 
ose has found a cordial friend in the present governor, | 2 }e\g Sia}! i rs -e |42| A 
who has made a specific proposition to the legislature | Fe \Hlel BEEN 5 SAS be & | S 
. “.*1 Cot oe a ~ Y « . 
for itsaccomplishment. The responsibility now rests | o jc}.é < Sit 3 = $ \£sti¢ 
upon the representatives of the people, from whom | 2 ISIEISIElal 6 14 | & is 
some preparatory measures at least, may with confi- | 5 Sls = liz | = = = |= = 
dence be soon expected. It is assuredly of deep con- 


cern that whatever be done in regard to this subject | ne. Saenvenn 

should be the fruit of patient investigation, and of wise | Monday 1|20)37 32|29)|28 80128 80/28 86)28 82|NW 

counsels, so that the foundation being laid upon pure | Tuesday | 2)28)29]24)27 90/29 03/29 05/28 S6INW 

moral and religious principles, with adequate pecuniary | Wednesd] 3}19}35/32)28)|29 10] 03) 00/29 O4|SW | 
40|34]/2893] co] Go0l28 31/SW 








support, may endure and yield abundant blessings, Tiursd’y} 4)20\44 


























through long ages to come. | Friday 5|19}27|20}22)|29 30} 30} 55/29 38iINW } 
On behalf of the society, | Saturday} 6} 8|18/14|13|| 60} 60} 58|2959|NW 
Roserts Vaux, President. | Sunday | 7| 4|19/16)13 541 45] . 40/29 46|NE 
A. H. Ricwarps, Secretary. | Monday | 8|14}28/22|21||. 20). 25) 30|2925|N 
Philadelphia, March 20, 1830. | Tuesday | 9} 8136/27|23|, 30) 30) 30\2930;\SW 
When on motion it was Resolved, That the Report | Wednesd}10}16/41)36)31 30] 05}28 93|29 36)S W 
be accepted and published. Thursd’y |11/26/24|19|23|} 10) 15/29 18/29 14INW 
On motion it was Resolved, That the thanks of the | Friday |12/14'42 38'30 12/28 70/28 72}29 421INW 
Society, be and they are hereby presented to the coun- | Saturday |13|25|29|20|24)| 05)29 13/29 13|29 10/INW 
cil, for the zeal and faithfulness with which it has dis-| Sunday [14}17|40/38)31 25} 25; 15/29 21INW 
discharged its duties. | Monday |15}19'40)32/30), 00}28 80/28 85/28 53|K 
On motion it was Resolved, That the thanks of this | Tuesday |16/31)41/36/36)|28 70| 66) 66/28 67\E 


40 





Society be tendered to those Authors and Publishers of | Wednesd]17|32 38136 65} 70} 78/28 71\E 
School Books, who have made donations of their works | Thursd’y |i8)58)42 39139) 92'29 10:29 20!28 40|N 
to this Society, and which with others expected to be| Friday — |19|30]49}44141)}29 26] 17] 10|2917|INW 
received, will be found to be essentially useful in pre- | Saturday |20|39}°4/50/51}/28 83/28 80/28 85)28 82|NW 
paring for a System of General Education. | Sunday.,,}21|32/48/45/41/'29 04) 93} 90)28 62|N 
On motion it was Resolved, That the Society enter- | Monday {22/39/48/42/43 | 05/29 22)29 30/29 57|N M 
tainsa grateful sense of the efficient co-operation of its; Tuesday |23|32|50/41/41)| 30} 30) 28|29 29/8 tE 
Corresponding Members, as well as of the promptitude | Wednesdj24/33/49 45142 20} 05, 00)29 alse 











ofa large number of other citizens of Pensylvania, who | Thursd’y |25|41|46/44/45||28 95/28 85/28 80/28 86|SE 
have most cordially and successfully promoted the views | Friday —|26}40}44|36}40//29 05}29 10/29 20|29 11|INW 
and inquiries of the Society, and thereby advanced the | Saturday }27/32|50)50|44), 25) 25{ 25/29 25| Ww 
cause of Education in this commonwealth. | Sunday 128 39'48/45143" 351 35! 35'2935'w 

On motion it was Resolved, That the editors of news- | : ve ; —- 
papers in Philadelphia, and in the several counties of | > per er of the 7th, Thermometer at 4° above 
Pennsylvania,are entitled to the thanks of this society for | Nei re 9 26 : 
the insertion in their gazettes, of the report which this | a ae at 64°—the highest. 
socicty has heretofore made, and that they be respect- | ens <l Marine OF the Gils saikitiadlta’ ah OO ed 
fully requested further to aid the purposes of the So- | highest * th, Barometer at 29.60, the 
ciety, by the publication of the transactions of this day. | a an a ae 

Ordered that these proceedings be printed and dis- | eesti tame ome Se ee 28.65, the 
tributed throughout the State. Residing Sie The Wind has been six days East of the meridian 

Attested. A. H. Rrenarns, Recording Sec’ry. 19'days West of it, and three days North, , 


: On the Ist, there was a fall of snow about 6 inches 
METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 'deep. There were light snows on the Sth, 7th, and 


Extract from the Meteorological Register, taken at the '17th. There was Rain on the 21st, 24th, and 25th. 
State Capitol— Harrisburg Pennsylvania, | Aremarkable coincidence of temperature in Februa- 
BY Witt1am Muserave, Librarian. | ty, 1829, and February, 1830—on the morning of the 
FEBRUARY, 1830. | Sth February, 1829, thermometer at 4° above 0; on the 




















| 
| 
! 
} 


-Thermom’r.|B aromet er. | Days of the Month. | Wind | morning of the 7th Feb. 1830, thermometer at 4° ubove 
i ~ | 0, only two days later. The mean temperature of the 


Max.20,51°|Max. 8, 29.78|8, 18, 22, 





























3 sN 5th Feb. 1829, was 19° above 0. The mean tempera- 
Min. 7,13 |Min. 4, 29.31\7, 14, 2 NE} ture of the 7th February 1830, was 13°—last February 
Diff.ex. $8 |Diff.ex. 44/15, 16, 17 3 E| 6° colder. 
Meanex. 32 | Meanex.29.03/25, 1 SE} The mean temperature of the whole month of Feb. 
3,4,9,10,12,23,24, |7 SW | 1829, was 4° colder than Feb. 1830. 
Mean temperature from)|27,28, (21,26 |2 Wi 
three daily observations. |1, 2,5,6,11,13,19,20,|10 nw | TAX ON COAI 
Days of the Month. Atmosphere. 
— -—— | Extracted from a letter written by a gentleman of this 
A.M. P.M, | City to a member of the Legislature. 
1, 5, 2 Snow, Clear, | “The Coal Tax is unjust, because the lands from 
2,8,11,12,15,16,23, 26,27, 9 Clear, Clear, | which it is raised, and which are valued only on account 
3, 1 Clear, Hazy, | of Coal, are taxed in the county rates and levies in pro- 
4,10,13,19,28 3 Clear, Cloudy, } portion to their value—it is in fact taxing farm and crop 
6, 18,20, 22, 4 Cloudy, Clear, | too. It has been argued that the Tax should be laid be- 
7, 17, - Cloudy Snow, | cause Coal is to be benefitted by transportation on ca- 
9 L Foggy. Clear, | nals and rail roads—then by parity of reason why not 
: 94 1 Cloudy, Cloudy, | tax thereon all other mineral and agricultural products 
is 2 Cloudy, Rain, | that are equally benefitted. I have heard that this al- 
25 11 Rain, Rain, | 


leged advantage to the Coal trade was strongly urged 
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in the argument before the House in order to promote lin the birth by untimely, unequal, and unwise tax. 
the Tax—but I pray you to mark the sophistry and ut- | ation. 
ter absurdity of this argument as applied to the canals But I have digressed from the subject.—Coal does not 
and rail roads now in operation. The argument implies | abound in all parts, and in most parts of the State is not 
that the canals and rail roads in question have been known or used—the Tax is therefore unequal. It is un- 
erected at the expense of the state. Not so,—they have | wise and impolitic, the object of the State is to get ton- 
been (those I mean on which Coal of any importance | nage for her canals and rail roads when they shall be 
reaches a market) exclusively erected by the wealth | completed—in this point of view a bounty on the article 
and contributions of individuals—not a dollar of the five | for exportation would be wiser than a Tax operating a 
millions which they cost, was received in aid thereof | prevention. To youl would leave a question which 
from the state treasury by the Lehigh or the Schuylkill | has arisen in the minds of many good citizens, how far 
—look at the immense expenditures also of the citizens | the Legislature are debarred by constitutional compact, 
of Philadelphia in the completion of the Union Canal | from imposing Taxes on articles afloat on canals and rail 
(aided it is true by a lottery revenue sanctioned by a | roads fairly on their road to market, much of which may 
law of the state, affording that incorporation a slight as- | simply require only atranshipment or hauling from 
sistance while it entails a curse on the communily by | the river boat to the sea vessel, to become decidedly ar- 
the gambling effect it nurtures and produces, a nuisance | ticles of export. 
which every good citizen must desire to see put down) I wish you would come out on this constitutional 
—look also at their immense expenditures on the Dela-| point, and like , cry aloud, and without 
ware and Chesapeake, and partially too on the Dela- | sparing—I really think this objection is not fanciful.— 
ware and Hudson. The state has not contributed a dol- | The direct operation of the Tax is to prevent the use of 
lar to the completion of these splendid works. These | Coal—it cannot under the present circumstances of the 
Herculean undertakings of individual enterprise, have | trade be afforded for less than $6 in Philadelphia, nor 
at length been consummated through good and evil re- | in the Eastern cities for less than about $9 per ton.— 
port, and in opposition to all kinds of difficulties. Their | When all the canals and rail roads are finished, and the 
Managers respectively have been fondly anticipating an | Coal trade extended to five times its present demand, 
early day, when they should begin to repay the unex- | the dealers will be able to take a less profit per ton, 
ampled patience and patriotism of the Stockholders by | and to pay a tax if it must be so without feeling it so op- 
the declaration of a dividend on their investments, and | pressive as at present. But while the pricesare so high 
paying off the debts they have necessarily incurred: but | necessarily, that it is questionable whether coal or wood 
how have their sanguine anticipations been prostrated, | is the cheapest, people cannot be expected to change 
by the recent development at Harrisburg. Instead of| their habits to make an experiment of doubtful econo- 
experiencing the fostering and protecting care of the | my. It is said that steam boats cannot now afford to use 
State Legislature, they are instantly singled out as sour- | coal at the rate of $5 per ton—if it could be brought 
ces of revenue that will bear squeezing—a kind of no | down to a price they could pay, their consumption at 
man’s land, that the legislature may pounce upon at} present would equal 200,000 tons. 
pleasure, modestly commencing with twenty-five cents | The Tax will therefore procrastinate its consumption, 
per ton and gradually increasing the burthen as their | and the toll will be lost to the canals—could the price 
wants and our good nature will permit; and thus having | be reduced, the demand would be proportionably in- 
commenced with the calf, we shall be made to carry the | creased, and when people got into the habit of usin 
bullin good earnest. Thus are they to be rewarded for | it, they would not relinguish it for any small tax that 
acting as pioneers in the work of internal improvement, | might be laid thereon. 
for bringing into productive usefulness, immense tracts| The imposition of this Tax would act as a Bonus in 
of barren, sterile and inaccessible country; and connec- | favour of Virginia, and of foreign coal, and as contem- 
ting distant points which from natural causes seemed | plated in the rejected bill, was a premium offered to 
heretofore impossible; and this reminds me of ourfriend | the exertions and ingenuity of those dealers who should 
Miner, of the Village Record, who with the feeling of a | contrive to get their Coal to market without resorting 
poet, which he so happily possesses, “this eye ina fine | to canals or rail roads. 
phrensy rolling,” once declared, that certain points on| It seems to me that owing tothe peculiar wording of 
the Lehigh “were intended by God and Nature for an | the rejected section, the Susquehanna and Pitts- 
eternal solitude;”—but this long tried friend of in- | burg Coal passed to market tax free. I am rejoiced 
ternal improvements has since rejoiced to know that | that our western sister should be so lucky—but do not 
these very inaccessible points of wilderness have been | perceive why the Baltimorians should have been equal- 
made to blossom like the rose—these heretofore impas- | ly favoured. Nor can there exist the slightest reason, 
sable gorges of the mountain and the stream, by the ad- | founded in equity or justice, why one portion of the 
vance of arts and science, and the determined perseve- | Commonwealth should be taxed on an article that is ex- 
rance of a few individuals, have become the most busy | empted in another, much less that decided favour should 
and crowded thoroughfares which connect the valuable | be granted to Maryland. I will stop short although 
agricultural country, north and south of the Blue Moun- ; many reasons and objections of strong import are strug- 
tain. And that on a river, which a legislative enactment | gling for utterance. You will excuse the freedom with 
of 1794, gravely required, should have a canoe naviga-| which I venture to address a Senator, and the liberties 
tion maintained near its mouth, should now for near 50 | I have taken when speaking of the past proceedings of 
miles above, by the abstraction of its waters from their} the lower House, touching this odious Coal Tax. 
broken and impracticable channel, be made competent 1 am, respectfully, &c. 
to sustain the navigation of keel boats of 159 tons bur- —_—— 
then—these remarks apply to the Lehigh. On the On the 26th March, William G. Hawkins, Esq. of 
Schuylkill changes equally remarkable and impertant | Greene county, was elected Speaker of the Senate, in 
have occurred—lands, the surface ef which yielded no | the room of Mr. Sturgeon, resigned, in consequence of 
crop, and upon which the crow could scarcely live, are | his accepting the appointment of Auditor General of 
now continually changing owners at advanced prices, | the State. 
until some of them have been sold from 100 to 700 del- | === we ; 
lars per acre, in consequence of the coal and iron they | _ Printed every SATURDAY MORNING by WILLIAM F 
contain (more valuable to a working and energetic pop- GEDDES, Mo. 50 Locust. Street. beigpqeans rome nappies and at 
ulation, than could be the gold or silver mines of Mexi- - Greer riko pha FR SAS SEO nae 
; . oor back of the Post Office, (back room) subscriptions will be 
co oF Peru) and which are now permitted toreach a thankfully received. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable 
market by ineans of these canals and rail roads and | annually by subscribers residing in or near the city, or where 
which will eyentually enrich the state, if not strangled | there is an agent. Other subscribers pay in advance, 
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